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Commander’s Comments — Michael Anthony 

 
NOTICE: Our March Camp meeting will be held March 7 instead of  
March 14 because of  the Division workshop and DEC meeting in Jack-
son on March 14 that many expressed interest in attending. 

 

Greetings men and ladies of the Benjamin G Humphreys Camp, the Brigadier General Charles Clark 
Chapter of the Military Order of the Stars and Bars, the Ella Palmer Chapter of the Order of the Confed-
erate Rose, and our friends and followers who read this newsletter. Toward the end of January, we all 
experienced a winter storm unlike most of us have ever seen. The combination of freezing rain, sleet, 
and brutally cold temperatures left our part of the world paralyzed for the better part of a week; and 
perhaps even without electricity or running water. Different parts of northern Mississippi experienced 
variations of this storm, but we were all affected. Some will compare this storm to the great Ice Storm of 
1994; and others will compare this storm to something else; but whatever you compare this storm to, 
we can all be thankful that we had shelter, plenty of food, and the safety and security of our own 
homes. Now think about your Confederate ancestor fighting for your Constitutional freedom and liberty 
in weather like we experienced. I do not know if during the War Between the States there was a storm 
exactly like the one we experienced, but I do know that our brave ancestors fought and marched and 
slept in bitter cold, stinging winds, blinding snows and piercing ice to defend their homes from unconsti-
tutional invasion. These men made sacrifices most of us would not and most of us have never had to 
for even one day. (As a reader of this article, if you are a Veteran, I personally thank you for your will-
ingness to endure what our Confederate ancestors lived through). So when you get discouraged and 
question whether fighting for your ancestors is worth the time and trouble, remember what he fought 
through for you. I think you will immediately realize that this is a fight worth having.  
 
The Mississippi Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans is hosting a learning workshop on Satur-
day March 14 at the War Memorial Building in Jackson. This exciting event is for all members of the 
Mississippi Division, which includes all members of the Benjamin G Humphreys Camp; not just men on 
the Division Executive Council. The workshop will feature learning sessions about being a Camp Com-
mander, Camp Adjunct, and Camp Chaplain. Even if you do not hold one of these offices, you can 
learn more about your camp, the Mississippi Division, and be inspired to be more involved as a Son of 
a Confederate Veteran. I strongly encourage you to attend this workshop. The best thing that will come 
from your attendance is you are guaranteed to meet someone who shares your background and pas-
sion for upholding the good name and honor of the Confederate soldier and you will leave the work-
shop with a new friend!  
 
Think about what you can do in your life to uphold the honor and preserve the good name of the Con-
federate soldier. When you look out of the window of your warm and comfortable home, remember the 
man who left his warm and comfortable home into the cold, wind, rain, and darkness willing to die for 
your Constitutional liberty and freedom. And say a prayer of  thanks to him; for it was his sacrifice that 
helped to make you free today.  
 
Deo Vindice, 
Michael  
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Adjutant’s Report—Dan McCaskill 
February 14, 2026 

 
Call to Order: At 6:00 PM CDT by Commander Michael Anthony 
Opening Prayer and Blessing: Camp Chaplain Earl M. McCown, Jr. 
Reading of The Charge: Camp Color Sergeant Earl Allen, Jr.   
 
Commander Michael Anthony welcomed everyone to our monthly Camp 
Meeting and stated this will be a business meeting. While the ladies pre-
pared the evening meal, Commander Anthony moved on Officer Reports. 
 
Officer Reports:  Commander Michael Anthony deferred his report to the 
New Business; 1st Lt. Commander David Floyd reported he will try to se-
cure Mike Moore as our speaker for our March Camp Meeting.  Adjutant 
Dan McCaskill deferred his report to the New Business. OCR: Missy Still-
man reported that the auction at the Lee-Jackson Banquet was very suc-
cessful with the Chapter getting $800. PCIC: Larry McCluney reported 
that the National Pilgrimage / Memorial Service will be the first Saturday, 
May 2, 2026. National is looking for some “Keyboard Warriors” to combat 
all the false information about the War. Larry announced, after much re-
viewing, National has determined that Camps can conduct raffles and 
auctions. However, we cannot do bingo. Larry advised to look in the Jeff 
Davis Legion for more events. At this time, Commander Anthony recessed 
to meeting for our evening meal. 
 
New Business:   
1) Financial Report:  Adjutant Dan McCaskill presented the Annual 

Financial Report and presented the Proposed 2026 Operating Budg-
et. Total assets for the Camp increased by $ 581. Our Certificate of 
Deposit earned $54.56 compared to $5 - $10 in years past. The floor 
was opened for discussion of the $1,131 Operating Budget. Kenneth 
Ray made a motion to accept the Budget as presented. Earl 
McCown seconded the motion and was passed without objection.  

2) 2) Confederate Memorial Service:  It was proposed by Commander 
Anthony that May 2, 2026 as the date for our Memorial and that May 
9th be an alternate date. A motion was made by Larry McCluney to 
accept these dates. The motion was seconded by Kenneth Ray and 
passed without objection. Chaplain Earl McCown nominated to be 
our speaker at the Memorial. Gator Stillman made a motion to accept 
Earl McCown as our Memorial Service speaker. The motion was 
seconded by Kenneth Ray and passed without objection. 

3) Division Workshop: Commander Anthony reported that the Division 
Workshop / DEC Meeting will be held on March 14th at the War Me-
morial Building in Jackson, MS. This Saturday is our normal Camp 
Meeting Day and with many members attending the Workshop rec-
ommended moving the Camp Meeting to either the Saturday before 
or after the weekend of the Workshop. Earl McCown made a motion 
to move the Camp Meeting to Saturday, March 7th . The motion was 
seconded by Kenneth Ray and passed without objection.  

4) Greenville Gun Show: Commander Anthony stated that the Camp 
has already voted to have a Recruitment Table at the gun show and 
asked for volunteers to man the table for the weekend of February 21
-22, 2026. Volunteers were Tommy McCaskill, Earl McCown, Ken-
neth Ray and Dan McCaskill. Earl donated funds to cover the cost of 
the table.    

 
With no other business coming before the Camp, a motion to adjourn was 
made by Gator Stillman, seconded by Kenneth Ray and the motion 
passed without objection. The Meeting was closed with prayer by Chap-
lain Earl McCown and the singing of Dixie. Attendance for the meeting 
was 13. Next Camp Meeting will be our Lee-Jackson Banquet on Satur-
day, January 17, 2026. 
 
Gun Show Report: The show opened at 9 am Saturday morning. The 
crowd was small and interest in our table was sparse. We did talk to a few 
people and handed out information and membership applications. We had 
one good prospect for membership and a couple of maybes. Sunday was 
much better. The show opened at 10 am. The crowd was better but came 
in spurts. We had three more very good prospects for membership and a 
couple of interested parties. All of our good prospects have Confederate 
Ancestor. The vendor to our right was a SCV member in the National HQ 
Camp. Larry met him in Vicksburg. Both Larry and I worked on him to 
transfer into our Camp. This gentleman is known to us only as The Duke. 
He moved from Las Vegas to Greenwood. 
 
We collected $57 in Flag sales and donations. When paying for the table, 
we were told, No Charge. It was a good weekend and folks knew who the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans were. 
 
Editor’s Note: The Camp Budget that was adopted at the February 14 
Camp meeting is on page 4 for your to look over. 

 
The Chaplian’s Pen — Earl McCown 
 
“But this I say. He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he 
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.”2 Corinthians 9:6 
 
You are called to be intentional about your Christi-
anity. You must be determined to experience the 
fullness of God in every area of your Christian life 
and never to settle for a shallow lackadaisical 
relationship with Almighty God. God will bless you 
according to how you respond to His invitations. If 
He finds in you a generous heart that willingly and 
freely gives what it has to others, then God re-
sponds to you in like manner. 
 
When the apostle Paul encouraged the believers 
in Corinth to help the Christians in Jerusalem, he 
promised them that if they would sow generously, 
they would reap a generous return from God. This truth holds life-
changing potential for us. If we invest everything we have in our relation-
ship with God, we will  experience the full dimensions of being children of 
God. If our desire is to know God more intimately, and if we spend ample 
time studying His Word, God will generously enrich our relationship with 
Him. If we discipline ourselves to remain in prayer even when praying is 
difficult, He will reward us with a deeper, more powerful prayer life. If we 
reconcile any broken relationships, and prepare our hearts before wor-
ship, and if we participate fully and reverently in every part of worship, 
God promises we will meet Him and our lives will be changed. 
 
Why is it that some Christians grow rapidly in their Christian faith and 
others remain unchanged year after year? Our Christian maturity is deeply 
affected by what we sow. Let us choose to sow generously in everything 
we do in our Christian lives. The harvest will be Christlikeness 
 

Commander Earl McCown reported the MS Society 
Annual Meeting in Corinth was attended by himself 
and Chapter Adjutant Dan McCaskill. It was a very 
good meeting and well attended. The Charles Clark 
Chapter received two awards, one for 100% Reten-
tion and the PCIC Laurence M. Aden Meritorious 

Chapter. Earl McCown received the Lt Gen Nathan Bedford Forrest 
Award and Dan McCaskill received the B/G William Barksdale Award.  

Brig/General Charles Clark 
Chapter 253, MOS&B 
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Mississippi Division News 
 

SCV CARTAG 
 

Sons of  Confederate Veterans Vehicle  

License Plates 

t the 2005 MS Division, SCV, convention, the Division renewed its pledge 
to preserve/conserve MS’s original Confederate Battle flags. Show your 
support for your Division and our Flags by purchasing a Mississippi Sons 
of Confederate Veterans “vanity” car or motorcycle tag today (if you have-
n’t already done so)! If you’ve already done so, please continue to pur-
chase the tags when tag replacement time rolls around! 

When you purchase a MS SCV car or motorcycle tag, $26 of your pur-
chase price comes directly to the MS Division. The majority of these funds 
are used for the restoration of the original MS Confederate Battle flags in 
the Old Capitol Collection in Jackson. The remainder being used to fight 
heritage violations. 

The Mississippi division has to date restored nine original MS Confeder-
ate Battle flags and two more are in process, at a total cost of approxi-
mately $100,000! Thus conserved, these flags should now last for at least 
two-hundred more years! What a gesture to our noble Confederate grand-
sires! 

A sampling of conserved flags are beautifully framed, then put on display 
at the Old Capitol (3rd Floor) and Beauvoir (Museum). According to the 
Department of Archives and History, many more will be displayed in the 
new Museum of Mississippi History currently under construction and 
scheduled to open during our state’s bicentennial in December of 2017 

Restoration of these storied emblems is exceedingly expensive, with typi-
cal conservation costs ranging from $3,000 to $27,000 per flag. This vital 
work is done by hand, using the latest methodologies and state-of-the-art 
materials. One of the finest conservation services in the nation performs 
all the work in-house in West Virginia. 

If not conserved, these most-precious artifacts of our history — the very 
“colors” that our Patriot forebears fought and died under — will simply 
crumble into dust. We can’t let that happen! 

Anyone can buy a MS SCV car or motorcycle tag! You need not be a 
Member of the Division! You don’t have to show a Membership card or 
any other SCV identification. Ask friends, family, and co-workers to buy 
one today and, thus, help preserve a little bit of MS’s proud history! Make 
your family fleet of vehicles an “all SCV” fleet! 

To purchase a tag, simply go to your county tag office and request a MS 
Sons of Confederate Veterans tag! Take your present tag, fill out the 
forms, write a check, and affix your SCV tag to your vehicle, showing all 
who see your car/truck/motorcycle that you are a Mississippian who cares 
about your “Heritage of Honor”! 

Note: Some tag offices do not have the SCV car tag on display, but it is 
available. You might respectfully request that your local office display the 
tag in their tag displays, so that other folks can become aware of its avail-

ability for purchase. Make sure that tag office personnel know that anyone 
can purchase the tag, not just SCV Members! 

If you have any problems obtaining a MS SCV tag or employees claim 
that they can’t get such tags, immediately contact the MS State Tax Com-
mission, register a gentlemanly complaint, and respectfully request that 
the State Tax Commission make your local tag office comply with State 
law and procure a MS SCV tag for you. 

Life Memberships 
Life memberships in both the International Confederation and the Missis-
sippi Division are available for Members who make a qualifying contribu-
tion to the respective Life Membership Endowment Fund. 

The amount of the qualifying contribution shall be twenty-five (25) times 
the amount of annual dues for applicants up to 65 years of age, twelve 
and one half the amount of annual dues for applicants 65 to 80 years of 
age and six and one fourth the amount of annual dues for applicants 80 
years of age or older. 

International Life Members shall be exempt from the payment of per capi-
ta dues to General Headquarters. Mississippi Division Life Members shall 
be exempt from the payment of per capita dues to the Division. 

Life Members may receive such special recognition, certificates and badg-
es as the respective Executive Council shall deem proper. Request and 
Send applications to: Adjutant@Mississippiscv.org 



6 

 6 

National News 
C-i-C’s Corner  

Keeping the Charge  

One of the great pleasures I have had this year is expanding our working 
relationship with like minded leaders of pro-Confederate organizations. 
While attending the memorial service for Capt. Henry Wirz in Andersonville, 
GA, I had the honor of sharing the podium with the President General of the 
UDC, Mrs. Julie Hardaway, and the Commanding General of the MOS&B, 
Mr. Thomas Rhodes. Regardless of which leader was speaking, one mes-
sage came through loud and clear: we are united in our effort to promote 
and defend Southern history. We are not alone in our appreciation for South-
ern history. As our SCV national poll shows, even outside the South, a clear 
majority of Americans view Southern history positively. When Southerners 
are polled, that “majority” becomes a super-majority!  

While addressing the crowd in Jacksonville, FL, during the dedication of the 
Kirby Smith/Florida SCV Division’s new flag park and monument, it was 
pointed out that we are putting up more monuments than our enemies are 
taking down. Soon, the SCV will celebrate the restoration of the Forrest 
Plaza— “They take them down; WE put them up.” They destroy; we create. 
When celebrating the Forrest Plaza restoration, we will also celebrate the 
new monuments that have been erected, the old monuments we have res-
cued and relocated, and our flag parks celebrating Southern history. The 
world must be told that the SCV and related organizations are not retreating; 
we are advancing toward total victory over the haters of our culture.  

Every great river begins with one drop of rain. One drop will not make a 
river, but collectively, all those drops will create a mighty flow. Likewise, 
each “little” effort on our part is like that one drop of rain. 
Don’t ever think that “my little effort will not make a differ-
ence.” Mailing those postcards in your Confederate Vet-
eran, sending emails or letters to elected officials in your 
community, displaying your work in cemeteries, road 
clean-up, living history displays, gun shows, and other 
community activities does make a difference. Keep those 
raindrops flowing, and we will overwhelm our enemies.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Monday and Thursday nights at 7:00 PM CT on Facebook. If you 
have never seen an episode I highly recommend watching and 
learning more about what is going on around our naƟon that is 
Southern related and vindicaƟng the Cause that our ancestors 

fought for.  They currently have over a million viewers last year 
and several sponsors that has boosted their programing.  Check 

it out. 
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Civil War Fruitcake  
 
(Editor’s Note: Even though I am on a diet, after reading this article I just 
knew some ladies, and some men, would be interested in this old recipe.)  

 
The subject of fruitcake rarely elicits nothing less than strong opinions. 
Folks either like it, or they re gard it right alongside the Ten Plagues of 
Egypt, or Frankenstein’s monster. I happen to like fruitcake, and found a 
great recipe for one on the blogsite of Stephanie Ann Farra, who does 
Revolutionary War and Civil War reenacting. Stephanie found it in the 
June 1864 issue of Godey’s Lady’s Book. Apparently fruitcake needs one 
to six months to cure for the best flavor, hence the June issue. Here is 
Stepha nie’s recipe: Civil War Fruit Cake Ingredients: - 2 Cups Butter - 2 
Cups Molasses - 2 Cups Sugar - 6 Eggs - 2 teaspoons Baking Soda - 1 
Pound Raisins, Chopped - 1 Pound Currants, Chopped - 1/2 Pound Cit 
ron, Chopped - 1 teaspoon Salt - 1 Tablespoon Nutmeg, Ground - 1 Ta-
blespoon Cinnamon, Ground - 1 teaspoon Cloves, Ground ~ 6 Cups of 
Flour  
 
Instructions: Preheat oven to 325°F. In a mixing bowl, cream the butter, 
molasses sugar, salt, nutmeg, and cloves. Add a little water to your fruits 
and mix in a little flour to coat the fruits. Alternatively add fruits and mix in 
flour to make a stiff batter. Beat your eggs and fold in at the end. Line 
your pans with buttered paper. Fill pans 2/3 of the way with batter and 
cover the tops with greased paper. Bake for 1 hour to 2 hours depending 
on pan size. Test the middle with a skewer. This made 6 3x6 sized 
loaves. I baked them for an hour and 15 minutes. The day after they were 
baked, the tops were hard. I used a skewer to poke holes halfway down 
into the cakes and spooned rum over. I left the paper on and wrapped the 
cakes in plastic wrap then put them in a plastic container.  
 
Historically they would be wrapped in paper and kept in an airtight tin, but 
I couldn't find one big enough. Some people wrap them in alcohol-soaked 
cheesecloth first. I tried coating them with rum weekly unless they 
seemed soggy, then I skipped a week. It is rumored you can keep fruit-
cake good for up to 25 years by storing them in powdered sugar. They 
appar ently do last forever. There was one found from Robert Falcon 
Scott's expedition to Antarctica in the early 1900s that still appears to be 
edible, and one being passed down from the Ford family for over a centu-
ry.  
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Irishmen in the Confederate Army 
The National Museum of Ireland’s permanent exhibition Soldiers and 
Chiefs: The Irish at War at Home and Abroad from 1550 has a large col-
lection of loans from museums around the world. These include items 

belonging to Major Gen-
eral Patrick Cleburne 
(1828–64) and the 10th 
Tennessee Infantry Regi-
ment (Irish) of the Confed-
erate Army, on loan from 
the Tennessee State Mu-
seum. It is estimated that 
20,000 Irish soldiers 
fought for the Confederate 
Army and 160,000 fought 
in the Union Army during 
the Civil War. While there 
were a number of Irish 
regiments, including the 
‘Fighting 69th’, in the Un-
ion Army, the only Con-
federate regiment to be 
formally designated as 
Irish was the 10th, raised 
at Nashville, Tennessee, 
in April 1861. Under the 
command of Colonel Ran-
dall McGavock, an Irish-
American, the regiment 
saw action in the Western 
theatre, fighting in Missis-
sippi and Tennessee. At 
the Battle of Raymond, 

Mississippi, in May 1863, 52 members of the regiment were killed, includ-
ing Colonel McGavock. On display in the exhibition is Colonel 
McGavock’s guidon, which would have marked his location during the 
battle. 

 
Also on display 
are the eating 
utensils, military 
cap and walking 
cane of Major 
General Patrick  

Cleburne, who 
was the highest-ranking Irish-born Confederate general. Born in County 
Cork, Patrick Cleburne served in the British Army before purchasing his 
discharge and emigrating to the United States in 1849. He settled in the 
town of Helena, Arkansas, in 1850, first working as a pharmacist and then 
training as a lawyer. Cleburne proved himself an intelligent and coura-
geous commander throughout the American Civil War and, like the 10th 

Regiment, fought in the Western 
theatre. He was dubbed the 
‘Stonewall of the West’ and he 
was well known for advocating 
the contentious position of enlist-
ing slaves in return for their free-
dom. General Cleburne was 
killed in 1864 after a disastrous 
frontal assault on entrenched 
positions against Union forces in 
Franklin, Tennessee. After three 
years on display in the Soldiers 
and Chiefs exhibition, the objects 
will be returned to Tennessee 
State Museum in February 2010. 
HILar Joye is curator of military 
history at the National Museum 
of Ireland (Decorative Arts and 
History). 

Guidon of McGavock’s 10th Tennes-
see Infantry Regiment, the only des-
ignated Irish unit in the Confederate 
Army.  
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Major-General Patrick Ronayne Cleburne  

Patrick Ronayne 
Cleburne was born 
in Ovens, County 
Cork, Ireland the 
second son of Dr. 
Joseph Cleburne, a 
middle-class physi-
cian 
of Protestant Anglo-
Irish ancestry. Pat-
rick's mother died 
when he was 18 
months old, and he 
was an orphan at 
15. He followed his 
father into the study 
of medicine, but 
failed his entrance 
exam to Trinity 
College of Medi-
cine in 1846. In 
response to this 
failure, he enlisted 
in the 41st Regi-
ment of Foot of 
the British Army, 
subsequently rising 

to the rank of corporal.[3] Cleburne served at Fort Westmorland on Spike 
Island in Cork Harbour, a large fortress that was then being used as a 
convict depot. Seeing the wretched state of those filling the prison cells 
during the Great Irish Famine, Cleburne was further motivated to emigrate 
with his family to America. 

Three years after joining the British Army, Cleburne bought his discharge 
and emigrated to the United States with two brothers and a sister. After 
spending a short time in Ohio, he settled in Helena, Arkansas, where he 
was employed as a pharmacist and was readily accepted into the town's 
social order.[3] During this time, Cleburne became close friends 
with Thomas C. Hindman, who later paralleled his course as a Confeder-
ate major general. The two men also formed a business partnership with 
William Weatherly to buy a newspaper, the Democratic Star, in December 
1855. 

In 1856, Cleburne and Hindman were both wounded by gunshots during a 
street fight in Helena with members of the Know-Nothing Party following a 
debate. Cleburne was shot in the back, turned around and shot one of his 
attackers, killing him. The attackers hid until Cleburne collapsed on the 
street and then left. After the two recovered, they appeared before 
a grand jury to respond to all charges brought against them. They were 
exonerated, and afterward, went to Hindman's parents' house in Missis-
sippi.[4] By 1860, he was a naturalized citizen, a practicing lawyer, and 
very popular with the local residents.[5] 

When the issue of secession reached a crisis, Cleburne sided with 
the Southern states. His choice was not due to any love of slavery,
[6] which he claimed not to care about, but out of affection for the Southern 
people who had adopted him as one of their own. As the crisis mounted, 
Cleburne joined the local militia company (Yell Rifles) as a private soldier. 
He was soon elected captain.[4] He led the company in the seizure of 
the U.S. Arsenal at Little Rock in January 1861. When Arkansas left the 
Union, the Yell Rifles became part of the 1st Arkansas Infantry. 
Cleburne's regiment was assigned to the force under William Hardee, 
training in northeast Arkansas and conducting brief operations in south-
east Missouri before Hardee's force was ordered to cross the Mississippi 
River and join Albert Sidney Johnston's Army of Central Kentucky in the 
fall 1861. The 1st Arkansas was designated the 15th Arkansas in late 
1861. Cleburne was promoted to brigadier general on March 4, 1862.[4] 

Johnston withdrew his army from Bowling Green, Kentucky, through Ten-
nessee, and into Mississippi before electing to attack the invading Union 
forces under Ulysses S. Grant. Cleburne served at the Battle of Shiloh, 
leading a brigade on the left side of the Confederate line, as well as at 
the siege of Corinth. That fall, Cleburne and his men were transported to 
Tennessee in preparation of Braxton Bragg's Confederate Heartland Of-
fensive. In that campaign, Cleburne was loaned to Edmund Kirby Smith, 

whose smaller army led the invasion. At the Battle of Rich-
mond (Kentucky), Cleburne was wounded in the face when a minie ball 
pierced his left cheek, smashed several teeth, and exited through his 
mouth, but he recovered in time to re-join Hardee and Bragg and partici-
pate in the Battle of Perryville.[8][9] After the Army of Tennessee retreated 
to its namesake state in late 1862, Cleburne was promoted to division 
command and served at the Battle of Stones River, where his division 
advanced three miles as it routed the Union right wing and drove it back 
to the Nashville Pike and its final line of defense. He was promoted 
to major general on December 13.[2] 

During the campaigns of 1863 in Tennessee, Cleburne and his soldiers 
fought at the Battle of Chickamauga. They successfully resisted a much 
larger Union force under Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman on the northern 
end of Missionary Ridge during the Battle of Missionary Ridge, 
and Joseph Hooker at the Battle of Ringgold Gap in northern Georgia, in 
which Cleburne's men again protected the Army of Tennessee as it re-
treated to Tunnel Hill, Georgia. Cleburne and his troops received an offi-
cial Thanks from the Confederate Congress for their actions during this 
campaign.[8] 

Cleburne's strategic use of terrain, his ability to hold ground where others 
failed, and his talent in foiling the movements of the enemy earned him 
fame, and gained him the nickname "Stonewall of the West." Federal 
troops were quoted as dreading to see the blue flag of Cleburne's Division 
across the battlefield.[10] General Robert E. Lee referred to him as "a me-
teor shining from a clouded sky".[11] 

 

BaƩle of Missionary Ridge, November 25, 1863 

By late 1863, it had become obvious to Cleburne that the Confederacy 
was losing the war because of the growing limitations of its manpower  
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and resources.[12] In 1864, he dramatically called together the leadership 
of the Army of Tennessee and put forth the proposal to emancipate all 
slaves ("emancipating the whole race upon reasonable terms, and within 
such reasonable time") in order to "enlist their sympathies" and thereby 
enlist them in the Confederate Army to secure Southern independence.[13]

[14] Cleburne argued that emancipation did not have to include black 
equality, noting that "necessity and wise legislation" would ensure rela-
tions between blacks and whites would not materially change.[15] This 
proposal was met with polite silence at the meeting, and while word of it 
leaked out, it went unremarked, much less officially recognized.[12] From 
his letter outlining the proposal:[16] 

Satisfy the negro that if he faithfully adheres to our standard during the 
war he shall receive his freedom and that of his race ... and we change 
the race from a dreaded weakness to a position of strength. 

Will the slaves fight? The helots of Sparta stood their masters good stead 
in battle. In the great sea fight of Lepanto where the Christians checked 
forever the spread of Mohammedanism over Europe, the galley slaves of 
portions of the fleet were promised freedom, and called on to fight at a 
critical moment of the battle. They fought well, and civilization owes much 
to those brave galley slaves ... [Cleburne also cites the prowess of revolt-
ing slaves in Haiti and Jamaica] ... the experience of this war has been so 
far that half-trained negroes have fought as bravely as many other half-
trained Yankees. 

It is said that slavery is all we are fighting for, and if we give it up we give 
up all. Even if this were true, which we deny, slavery is not all our ene-
mies are fighting for. It is merely the pretense to establish sectional supe-
riority and a more centralized form of government, and to deprive us of 
our rights and liberties. 

 
Cleburne's proposal was vigorously attacked as an "abolitionist conspira-
cy" by General William H. T. Walker, who strongly supported slavery and 
also saw Cleburne as a rival for promotion. Walker eventually persuaded 
the commander of the Army of Tennessee, General Braxton Bragg, that 
Cleburne was politically unreliable and undeserving of further promotion. 
"Three times in the summer of 1863 he was passed over for corps com-
mander and remained a division commander until his death."[17] 

Prior to the campaigning season of 1864, Cleburne became engaged to 
Susan Tarleton of Mobile, Alabama.[18] Their marriage was never to be, as 
Cleburne was killed during an ill-conceived assault (which he opposed) 
on Union fortifications at the Battle of Franklin, just south of Nashville, 
Tennessee, on November 30, 1864. He was last seen, after his horse 
was shot out from under him, advancing on foot with his sword raised 
toward the Union line.[19] Accounts later said that he was found just inside 
the Union line, and his body was carried back to a field hospital along the 
Columbia Turnpike. Confederate war records indicate he died either of a 
bullet to the abdomen,[2] or possibly through his heart. When Confeder-
ates found his body, he had been picked clean of any valuable items, 
including his sword, boots, and pocket watch.[20] 

 

Memorial to Cleburne in Franklin

 

St. John's Episcopal Church 

According to a letter written to General Cheatham from Judge Mangum 
after the war, Cleburne's remains were first laid to rest at Rose Hill Ceme-
tery in Columbia, Tennessee. At the urging of Army Chaplain Bishop 
Quintard, Judge Mangum, staff officer to Cleburne and his law partner in 
Helena, Cleburne's remains were moved to St. John's Episcopal 
Church near Mount Pleasant, Tennessee, where they remained for six 
years. He had first observed St. John's during the Army of Tennessee's 
march into Tennessee during the campaign that led to the Battle of Frank-
lin, and commented that it was the place he would like to be buried be-
cause of its great beauty and resemblance to his Irish homeland. In 1870, 
he was disinterred and returned to his adopted hometown of Helena, 
Arkansas, with much fanfare, and buried in the Confederate section of 
Maple Hill Cemetery, overlooking the Mississippi River.[21] 

William J. Hardee, Cleburne's former corps commander, had this to say  
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when he learned of his loss: "Where this division defended, no odds broke 
its line; where it attacked, no numbers resisted its onslaught, save only 
once; and there is the grave of Cleburne."[20] 

Several geographic features are named after Patrick Cleburne, includ-
ing Cleburne County in Alabama and Arkansas, and the city of Cleburne, 
Texas (which also features a statue of Patrick), though natives of the town 
call it "Klee-burn."[22] The location where he was killed in Franklin was re-
claimed by preservationists, and is now known as Cleburne Park. Though 
the small monument in the park is often perceived as a monument to 
Cleburne, it actually is a marker to show where the Carter Family Cotton Gin 
once stood (the gin being an integral part of the Battle of Franklin, and the 
Carter House itself being the headquarters of Union Brigadier General Ja-
cob D. Cox). 

The Patrick R. Cleburne Confederate Cemetery is a memorial cemetery in 
Jonesboro, Georgia, which was named in honor of General Patrick 
Cleburne.[23] 

During a 1994 interview (00:40:20) on Book TV, when asked his favorite 
"Civil War character" by C-SPAN's Brian Lamb, author Shelby Foote says: 
"It's easy to state who your favorites are because they're many people's 
favorites — Robert E. Lee, U.S. Grant, Stonewall Jackson, Tecumseh Sher-
man. But I have some favorites that are grievously neglected. One of them 
is an Arkansas general named Pat Cleburne, Patrick Ronayne Cleburne, 
from Arkansas. And he probably was the best division commander on either 
side, and in his day — he was killed at Franklin about a year before the end 
of the war — he was called the Stonewall Jackson of the West and well-
known and adored by his men. He's been largely forgotten today. He's bur-
ied right there at Helena [Arkansas] where Crowley's Ridge comes to the 
Mississippi. I'm very fond of Cleburne. I got the same reaction at Cleburne's 
death that his men got. I was greatly saddened to lose him. You get a great 
fondness for these  

people or a severe dislike for them, and if you have a dislike for them, you 
lean over backward hoping not to let it show. I'm sure it does."[24] 
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