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Commander’s Comments — Michael Anthony 
     Greetings men and ladies of the Benjamin G Humphreys Camp and the Ella Palmer Chapter of the Order of the Con-
federate Rose and our friends and followers who read this newsletter. I often write about the Charge given to us, the Sons 
of Confederate Veterans, by one of our great Generals: Steven D Lee. I provide suggestions on how to Live the Charge 
and why living the Charge is so important to the mission of the Sons of Confederate Veterans and to you personally. So it 
was on Saturday, May 2, a great honor and pleasure of mine to partake in one of the most respectful and honorable ways 
to Live the Charge, which is attending a Confederate Memorial Ceremony. Each year, the Benjamin G Humphreys Camp 
remembers our Confederate ancestors by memorializing them in front of their graves at the Greenville Cemetery. We gath-
er under a smiling sun and pleasant spring breeze to remember the sacrifices made to preserve homeland and Constitu-
tional Liberty and Freedom. We recognize some of these men made the ultimate sacrifice for us, and we pay them our 
deepest respects and give them our truest love. We bow our heads and thank God they came before us, so that we have 
the chance to be free Americans and try and take back what our Revolutionary fathers gave us, what our Confederate 
ancestors fought to preserve, and what we must now recover. And we remember that as Sons of Confederate Veterans, it 
is our duty to do this every year.  
     April 26 was honored by the State of Mississippi as Confederate Memorial Day. For Mississippians and Americans who 
understand and recognize the Cause for which our ancestors fought, recognizing this important day should be completely 
understood. However, we know there are many among us who do not, can not, or will not accept factual American history. 
One of those people is State Senator Derrick Simmons, who wrote in an opinion column for "Mississippi Today", that cele-
brating Confederate Memorial Day is an abomination, and a "slap-in-the-face" to all Black Mississippians. He went on to 
say that the Confederacy was nothing more than an attempt to enforce White Supremacy and perpetuate slavery, and that 
we should no longer remember people who were "traitors". Now, we can be angry with Mister Simmons; but I believe that 
instead, he should come to the Greenville Cemetery, which should not be hard for him since he is from Greenville, and 
stand before one of the graves of the Confederate dead. Perhaps when he sees the tombstone of the young man who was 
but twenty-five lying in perpetuity, he might begin to understand that this War was not to preserve slavery or perpetuate 
White Supremacy. This young man fought for his home, his State, his belief in the foundational freedom he knew belonged 
to him. Mister Simmons, come see the graves of the valiant and noble Confederate dead. Look at their tombstones and 
think about why they would leave everything behind knowing they might never see their loved ones or homeland again.  
     When we remember our brave Confederate heroes, they never die. I am proud to be the Son of a Confederate Veteran 
and am honored to have a man in my family who was willing to die to defend his homeland. He did not die in battle, but his 
willingness to do so inspires me to continue his fight and Live the Charge. Not for him, but for my children and the children 
they will bear. What inspires you to Live the Charge? What can you do to inspire someone else to Live the Charge or learn 
the real reasons the War was fought and for the existence of the Confederate States of America?  
 
Deo Vindice, 
Michael  
 

Adjutant’s Report —  May 3, 2025 Minutes — Dan McCaskill 
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June 14 Camp Meeting Dinner 
 
Annette McCluney reports that for 
the Camp meeting Dinner it will be 
Mexican night since she will be pre-
paring Chicken Fajita Casserole and 
Corn Chips. Tea to drink as and des-
sert as well.  Please make a donation 
to the ladies as they work hard to 
prepare these meals for us. 
 
The Chaplian’s Pen —  
Earl McCown 
 
Remember Not to Forget 
 
“Then beware, lest you forget the Lord 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
from the house of bondage.” 
[Deuteronomy 8:12]. 
 
Philosopher George Santayana said, “Those who cannot 
remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” That usu-
ally refers to remembering the mistakes of the past – if we 
don’t remember them, we are likely to make them again. 
But the same could be said about blessings. If we fail to 
remember the blessings of the past, we are more likely to 
fear the future. 
 
    When Joshua led the Israelites into the Promised Land, 
he had a stone memorial built after they crossed the Jordan 
River. It was to remind future generations that God not only 
dried up the Jordan so they could cross, but He also parted 
the Red Sea so they could escape the Egyptian army 
(Joshua 4:19-24). Before Jesus returned to heaven, He 
instituted a memorial meal by which, when celebrated, 
future generations of believers could remember His death 
for them. Remembering the blessings of the past is a pow-
erful motivation for facing the future. 
   Do you keep a personal journal or diary in which you 
record what God has done in your life? It is a helpful way 
not to forget. 
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Brig/General Charles Clark Chapter 253, 
MOS&B 

Earl’s Confederate Memorial Day Speech 
 
“I have come to join you in the performance of a sacred duty.” 
     I borrow these words from President Jefferson Davis. It was 1885, and he 
was speaking at the dedication of a monument at the cradle of the Confeder-
ate government in Montgomery, Alabama. And now, 140 years later, we 
meet this day, in the place in the performance of a sacred task. 
     Our solemn commission this day is to honor and remember those brave 
and most extraordinary men who composed of what Ulysses Grant declared 
the finest army ever assembled in world history. We certainly do not disa-
gree with him, and we understand just how important it is that we be here to 
carry out this important and sacred ceremony. 
     William H. Trescott of South Carolina was a 19th century diplomat and 
went on to serve with the Confederate States Army. In 1870, he spoke a 
tribute to General Johnston Pettigrew, and the words that day speaks for us 
now. 
     “We who are vanquished in this battle must of necessity leave to a calm-
er and wiser posterity to judge of the intrinsic worth of that struggle as it 
bears upon the principles of Constitutional liberty, and as it must affect the 
future history of the American people. But there is one duty which we owe 
alike to the living and the dead, and that is the preservation in perpetual and 
tender remembrance of the lives of those who died in the hope that we might 
live. Especially is this our duty...” 
     Their TRUTH is a duty which we relish, not only in honoring those who 
died but also those who were willing to die – for those who served with un-
daunted courage in the dark and sobering realization that it might be their 
last contribution, their greatest sacrifice. And these men did so without hesi-
tation. 
     Thomas Parker, the acclaimed 19th century theologian, wrote these 
words: 
“Truth never yet fell dead in the street. It has such an affinity with the soul of 
man that its seed, however broadcast, will catch somewhere and produce a 
hundredfold.” 
 
     Our souls are affected with an affinity for the truth of our people, our 
homeland, and our soldiers whom we remember today. Be assured your 
souls will be rewarded as 1 Peter of the New Testament tells us. “For God 
is pleased with you when you do what you know is right, and endure 
unfair treatment.” 
     What was in the minds of these ordinary men as they left the normalcy of 
their families, farms, and friends to exist as citizen soldiers and place their 
lives in mortal peril? What loomed before them was assuredly an ominous 
unknown. 
     Captain John A. Ansley of Due West, S.C. of the SC Vol. Infantry gives 
us a glimpse of their thoughts in his letter to his sweetheart, Belle Jordan, at 
White Hall, S.C.: 
“Our bleeding country calls for help and injured innocence cries for venge-
ance, and I must go. No if’s nor but’s. I am gone. And if my humble life can 
in any way avert the degradation with which we are threatened, then freely 
let it go. Then to one and all, good bye. I restrain not a tear over the words, 
as my thoughts come in upon me that perhaps it is the last time.” There is no 
fear or hesitation in his noble words. 
     Confederate veteran, Robert Stiles gives an even more revealing answer 
to the question in his famous chronicle, “Four Years Under Marse Robert in 
1904, veteran Stiles wrote: 
 
“Here, then, we have the distinctive spirit of the Southern Volunteer. As he 
hastened to the front in the spring of ‘61. He felt: With me is Right; before 
me is duty; behind me is home.” 
 
With me is Right. 
     How could these men not know they were right?  The principles which 
stirred them to move to the killing fields of war, were taught them by their 
grandfathers and great grandfathers who served in the American Revolution; 
and were often times living in their grandsons’ parental homes when those 
grandsons left for the war; grandsons spurred on by their knowledge that 
they were moving into the terrors and tempests of war to defend and die for 
the same rights and tenets that their grandfathers had bloodily won. 

     Their own country’s founding documents – the Constitution of 1787 – and 
the Declaration of Independence, taught them they were right. 
     The Declaration of Independence – history’s greatest secession docu-
ment – plainly states: 
 
“That when any form of government becomes destructive of these 
ends (life, liberty, pursuit of happiness), it is the right of the people to 
alter or abolish it, and institute new government…” 
 
     Thomas Jefferson avowed emphatically in the Declaration: “It is their 
right, it is their DUTY, to throw off such a government, and provide a new 
one.” 
     The Founders told our ancestors it was NOT just their right, it was their 
duty! 
     “Any people, anywhere, having the power, have the right to rise up and 
throw off the existing government and form a new one that suites them bet-
ter. This is a valuable right, a most SACRED right, a right which we hope 
and believe is to liberate the world. Nor is this right confined to cases in 
which whole people of an existing government may choose to exercise it. 
Any portion (such as the South) may revolutionize and make their own so 
much of the territory as they inhabit.” 
     Such noble, constitutionalist words! By whom? Jefferson Davis, Robert E. 
Lee, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson? No! Abraham Lincoln in 1848 
in a speech before the House of Representatives. 
     Having just these few mentioned doctrines as his foundation, what other 
opinion could these loyal men of the South possibly had – other than they 
were right. 
 
Before me is DUTY. 
A South Carolina CSA officer spoke to the unique character of our people 
when duty bound: 
 
“It is almost impossible for anyone not familiar with the habits and 
thoughts of the South to understand how completely the question of 
duty was settled for Southern men, Shrewd, practical men who had no 
faith in the result… had their doubts and misgivings, but there was no 
hesitation as to what they were to do. Never in the history of the world 
has there been a nobler response to a more thoroughly recognized 
duty; nowhere anything more glorious than this outburst of the youth 
and manhood of the South.” 
 
     Perhaps the most shining example of the Southerner’s response to duty 
can be found in the waning moments of their country. 
     At the war’s onset, families throughout the South, bid farewell to their 
sons and fathers as they left home to enlist. Most families were large in 
those days, so there were usually multiple sons leaving from each family, it 
had to be a fearful and tearful time. So many times, watching their older 
brothers, and often times their fathers, leave for the war were 11 and 12 
year old younger brothers, who likely idolized their older brothers and imitat-
ed everything they did. And now wanted to go with them, but they were too 
young. So they could only watch them disappear in the distance. 
     As the war years raged on, these mere boys witnessed death in droves, 
as their brothers and fathers died one after another. They witnessed incon-
solable grief consume their mothers and sisters. They watched their neigh-
bors be swept by the same horrors; watched their kin and friends come 
home in pain, maimed for life and dying. 
     All around them for years was nothing but death and terror, grief and 
pain, decimation and suffering. 
Yet: 
Despite all the death and terror witnessed by their boyish minds, for 3 years, 
despite the deaths of their brothers and fathers, cousins and neighboring 
friends, DUTY still rang loudest in their hearts and souls. 
     By the war’s later years 1864 and 1865, they were age 15 or 16, and 
allowed to enlist. Law didn’t demand it, especially with the devastating loss-
es already suffered by so many families. But these boys WANTED to enlist, 
pleaded with their parents to let them go, and they volunteered in large num-
bers as soon as they could. And not just in the reserves or militias, but in 
front line, battle-field regiments throughout the Confederacy. And there 
many of them died. 
     From where does such courage come after witnessing so vividly the stark 
reality of death? Especially in one so young? It comes from the inbred call of 
DUTY and HONOR. 
     And not in the young soldier alone. From where does the courage come 
for a mother and/or father, having already lost 3 or 4 sons, to look upon their 
youngest – and – perhaps – last son and let him go, give blessing to his 
enlistment, and then watch that young boy leave for the far away front, 
where their other sons were slain and buried unmarked? 
     Such was the call of DUTY and HONOR. And such majesty was the 
Southern response. 
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“Behind me is HOME…” 
     General Stephen Dill Lee gave beautiful insight into the minds of the 
men he led in this regard. He wrote after the war: 
 
“It has not seemed the whole truth to me that the Confederate sol-
dier went into battle to vindicate a constitutional argument. He went 
to war because he loved his people, because his country was invad-
ed, because his heart was throbbing for his hearthstone. Here was 
the land which gave him birth; here was his childhood’s home; here 
were the graves of his dead; here was the church spire where he 
learned it was not all of life to live nor all of death to die. No hostile 
foot should EVER trod this consecrated ground except over his dead 
body.” 
 
     You listen to those words and then understand the martial tenacity of 
the Confederate Soldier. You understand the tenacious dedication to 
PLACE. He was there for home, there for his family, there for his neigh-
bor, there for the future. And he was most certainly just as much there for 
us – for OUR time and place. 
     Obviously, our noble Confederate warriors have a home in our minds – 
their glory remains fresh with us and stirs us to speech and action – and 
their story is certainly woven into the stuff of our lives – evidenced by the 
fact that we are here this day. 
     Thus, we are here today to proclaim our commitment to defend and 
protect the TRUTH of their Crusade defined by RIGHT, DUTY, and 
HOME. 
     The late Reverend Billy Graham wrote words to bolster and fortify our 
efforts: 
“Truth is timeless. Truth does not differ from one age to another, 
from one people to another, from one geographical location to an-
other. Men’s idea may differ, men’s customs may change, men’s 
moral codes may vary, but the great, all prevailing Truth stands for 
time and eternity.” 
 
     Thus, our detractors can say and do what they will, but the TRUTH of 
our people and our land is timeless, it is touchless, it is unchangeable, 
unconcealable, unending, and everlasting! 
     In closing, if they could speak to us, and many would propose that they 
do, what would these exceptional men say, especially in regard to the 
efforts we make in their behalf? 
     I think they would beseech us in words by Archibald McLeash: 
“We were young. We have died. Remember us. We have done what 
we could but until It is finished it is not done. We have given our 
lives but until it is Finished no one can know what our lives gave. 
     Our deaths are not ours; they are Yours, they will remain what 
you make them. Whether for peace, a new hope or nothing We can-
not say; it is you who must say this. We leave you our deaths, give 
them Their meaning. 
 
We were young. We have died. Remember us.” 

 
Mississippi Division News 

2025 Mississippi Division Reunion 
Pickwick Landing, TN   June 6-8, 2025 

 
 

Compatriots of the Mississippi Division SCV and Ladies of the Mississippi 
Society OCR, 
     We are honored to invite you to the 2025 Mississippi Division Annual 
Reunion, hosted by Col. William P. Rogers Camp 321. The Reunion will 
be held on June 6-8, 2025, at the Lodge at Pickwick Landing State Park, 
Pickwick Landing, TN. 
     Our Annual Reunion serves as a gathering of our compatriots, families, 
and friends. It is a time when we come together to transact the business 
of our organization but also as a time to celebrate our shared honorable 
heritage, reflect on our achievements from the past year, and envision the 
future of our organizations. Please make plans to join us for a memorable 
weekend. 
     Our host hotel is the Lodge at Pickwick Landing, located on the banks 
of the Tennessee River in Pickwick Landing, TN. The Lodge offers 119 
rooms, all of which directly face the Tennessee River, as well as a great 
restaurant and bar. Room Rates are $155.00 a night. Please use Group 
Code 8244 to receive this room rate when booking. 
     Pickwick is close to many sites of the War for Southern Independence: 
the battlefields of Shiloh, Brice's Crossroads, Corinth, and Davis Bridge. 
The state park also offers some amazing fishing and golfing. 
Registration is now open, and we encourage you to secure your spot at 
the reunion at your earliest convenience. Please take advantage of our 
early registration rates. 

     If you have any questions or need assistance, please do not hesitate 
to reach out to the Reunion Planning Committee 
at msdivadjutant@gmail.com. 
     We look forward to seeing you next June at Pickwick! 
In the Bonds of the Old South, 
  
Mike Moore, Chairman 
2025 Reunion Host Committee  
 

Commander Michael Anthony Declares for 
1st Brigade Councilman 

 

     To the Members of the First Brigade of the Mississippi Division of the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans; my name is Michael Anthony and I am 
proud to announce my candidacy for First Division Brigade Commander 
for the Mississippi Division. I am a proud resident of Clarksdale and I have 
been a member of the Benjamin G Humphreys Camp for four years, 
where I currently serve as Camp Commander.  
     I am running for Brigade Commander because as the Camp Com-
mander, I am constantly telling my Camp members to Live the Charge; 
and one of my personal mottos is “Be the Change You Want to See in 
Others.” So now is my time to step out of my Camp and step up. I sincere-
ly believe the words of the Charge; trying to “emulate his virtues” every 
day. As a student of my favorite Confederate: General Robert E Lee, I 
model my life after his, carrying within me compassion, empathy, grace, 
honor, and dignity in all I do. I want the Mississippi Division to move for-
ward and move past the personality conflicts of the past. I want our Divi-
sion to be a leader among all divisions of the SCV and show the rest of 
the world how Sons of Confederate Veterans protect, preserve, and pro-
mote the Confederate Soldiers’ good name. All of us share one of God’s 
greatest gifts: we are sons of Confederate soldiers. Men who laid down 
their plows, their axes, their oars, their ledgers, their pulpits to fight for the 
Constitutional Liberty and Freedom given to us by our Revolutionary fore-
fathers. Our Confederate ancestors are true American heroes. Our bond 
should unite us to Live the Charge every day. Whether I personally like 
you or not, I respect your desire to Live the Charge and promote Confed-
erate history and heritage; and I will work with you.  
     Men of the First Division of the Mississippi Division of the Sons of Con-
federate Veterans; I appreciate your vote for Brigade Commander. Your 
trust and faith in me will never be forgotten or dismissed. I will work for 
you because we all will work together to Live the Charge. Thank you.  
 

Friends of  Beauvior  
     For as little as $25 annually, you can become a member of the Friends 
of Beauvior. Membership includes tour admission and a 10% discount at 
the Beauvior gift shop. 
 

Bricks for Beauvior  
     Honor your Confederate ances-
tors while supporting Beauvior. 
Each brick that you purchase will 
be engraved with your ancesÿtors 
rank, name, unit, and company. 
The memorial bricks will be laid 
creating a sidewalk from the UDC 
Arch to the Tomb of the Unknown 
Confederate soldier. For more 
information on these opportunities, 
please visit www.visitbeauvior.org 
or contact Beauvior directly at 
(228) 388-4400  
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SCV National News 

 
 
 
 
 
 

21st Century Confederate Heroes 
 

The National Sons of Confederate Veterans welcomes you to the 21st-
Century Confederate Heroes. Your generous donation will serve to re-
member and honor our Confederate Heroes and our beloved Southland. 
The program comes with many perks.  
1) Flag streamer or Neck Ribbon a. If you submit as an individual, you 

will receive a neck ribbon with a 21st Century Confederate Heroes 
medal on the ribbon. b. If you submitted as a camp, division or or-
ganization, you will receive a 21st Century Confederate Heroes 
streamer for your flag.  

2) Paver – a paver placed on the Walkway of Confederate Heroes from 
the Museum to the Forrest Plaza  

3) Certificate – A certificate documenting for future generations your 
membership as a Confederate Hero  

4) A copy of the hardcover book 21st Century Confederate Heroes with 
a page dedicated to the information provided by you that details the 
individual or camp, etc. you wish to memorialize. Up to three photos 
may be included   

5) Donor recognition in the National Confederate Museum – A Televi-
sion will be placed inside the Museum’s gift shop. This TV will dis-
play PowerPoint slides of the information 21st Century Confederate 
Heroes members provide. It can be you, your family, your ancestor, 
your camp, etc.  

6) A Flag flown from the Forrest Plaza – One of the purposes of the 
21st Century Confederate Heroes is to restore the Forrest Plaza. 
Once the plaza has been rebuilt and the flagpole is placed, every 
month for a year a donor will be drawn to receive the flag flown the 
previous month.  

7) A QR Code on a sign will be placed near the Forrest Plaza identify-
ing all those who donated $1,000 or more to the restoration of the 
Forrest Plaza prior to the 21st Century Confederate Heroes cam-
paign.  

 
Notes:  
Make checks out the Sons of Confederate Veterans and note 21st CCH in 
the memo line of your check.  
For more information contact Commander-in-Chief Walter D. Kennedy at: 
CiC@scv.org  
Or contact National HQ by mail or email:  
SCV, P.O. Box 59, Columbia, TN 38402  
exedir@scv.org  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 SCV Chat — Every Monday Night on Facebook at 7:00 PM Central time and on 

Thursday Nights at 7:00 PM for Look Around the Confederation 
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An Ode to Robert E. Lee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeffrey F. Addicott,May 16, 2025, blueandgrayeducation.org 
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