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Commander’s Comments — Michael Anthony 
 
     Greetings friends of the Benjamin G Humphreys Camp and the Sons of Confederate Veterans. We are now in the 
heart of the holiday season, the time between Thanksgiving and Christmas. It is the time where most of the leaves 
have fallen, the skies are alternately sunny or gray and gloomy, darkness comes early in the afternoon and leaves late 
in the morning; and hopefully, the air is crisp and cold.  
     Unfortunately, in our present society, we hear the following all too often during December: “I am just so busy”, 
“Where has the time gone”? Our running from here to there and everywhere and trying to get the perfect gift for just 
about everybody we know and attending five Christmas parties every week for three weeks sometimes precludes us 
from remembering the reason we celebrate Christmas or why we should be excited about the coming new year. If you 
want to think about the meaning of Christmas and the anticipation of the New Year, than open your most recent copy 
of “Confederate Veteran” and read the article “General Lee and Family Gather at Lexington to Enjoy Their First Christ-
mas” by Mark Vogl. This fantastic retrospective of General Lee and his family’s first Christmas in his last home is a 
great opportunity to remember that family and home, being together and enjoying the blessing that is every one of us is 
the best part about Christmas. Yes the presents are nice; and I hope you received the Confederate-themed gift you 
really wanted this year, but I also hope you have a great time being with those you love and you get to remember that 
peace, health, and happiness are truly priceless.  
     This season, I am so excited for the future of our Great United States of America. After four years of withering at-
tacks on all things Confederate, the American people chose a leadership that should be much more friendly and under-
standing to Confederate history and heritage. I have great hope that our great Reconciliation Monument at Arlington 
National Cemetery will be restored to its rightful location; the abhorrent Congressional Naming Commission will imme-
diately be disbanded, and the monuments of our American heroes like Robert E Lee will be further protected; and 
those monuments that were dismantled will be re-erected. The American people emphatically spoke in favor of Con-
federate history and heritage. We can all thank God and be grateful for this support as we Live the Charge and tell the 
truth about the War Between the States and Reconstruction.  
     After all the presents have been unwrapped, the Christmas decorations returned to the attic, and the fireworks of 
New Year’s Eve have exploded, a new year begins; and with it, our Camp’s Lee-Jackson Banquet. This year, the Lee-
Jackson Banquet will begin at five oclock on the evening of Saturday, January 11. Our featured speaker will be the 
Historian of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, Mister Forrest Dawes of Waynesboro, Mississippi. Mister Daws is a 
phenomenal speaker who is very well versed on the Confederate Monuments of Mississippi as well as the different 
flags that flew for the various armies, divisions, and brigades of the Confederate Army and Navy. The Lee-Jackson 
Banquet is a fantastic time of reunion, fellowship, food, and learning. Please come to the Banquet and support the 
Benjamin G Humphreys Camp. Remember, coming to the Lee-Jackson Banquet is not for us: it is for them. If you are a 
member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, you took an oath to Live the Charge. Coming to the Lee-Jackson Ban-
quet is an example of Living the Charge. I hope to see you all there.  
     As we end 2024, let me wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy, healthy New Year. May God bless each 
one of you in the coming year with peace, safety, happiness, and health. And may 
God bless the memory of our Confederate ancestors and the noble, honorable, and 
righteous Cause for which they fought.  
 
Deo Vindice, 
Michael Anthony 
 

Lee/Jackson Banquet—January 11, 2025 
      
     Lets make plans to attend our annual Lee/Jackson Banquet at the First Presbyter-
ian Church Fellowship Hall.  Our guest speaker will be MS Division Lt. Commander 
Forrest Daws.  The ladies will have their Silent Auction with many prizes.  If you have 
any prizes to donate please bring them to the meeting in December and give them to 
Annette McCluney. 
 Remember, its $5.00 per person to help pay for expenses and bring a dish to com-
pliment the entrée that the Camp will provide.  The attire for the night is Sunday 
Church dress or Period attire.     
     Let us all turn out for this get together and fellowship to celebrate two great Southern men’s birthdays. 
 

December 14, Camp Meeting  
 
     This year’s Camp meeting will feature our Christmas gathering.  We are asking everyone to bring your favorite fin-
ger food dish as we gather to celebrate Christmas and remember the four long Christmases that our ancestors spent 
away from home to fight for a just Cause. We will also take time out to finalize all plans for our Lee/Jackson Banquet.  
Please come out and enjoy the fellowship and bring family and friends as we share in this fellowship and remem-
brance. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SCV Chat — Every Monday Night on Face-
book at 7:00 PM Central time and on Thurs-
day Nights at 7:00 PM for Look Around the 

Confederation 
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From the Chaplain’s pen… Earl McCown 
Tried and True Faith   1 Peter 1:6-7 

 
     As Christians we sometimes suffer through trials 
where we can’t see any rhyme or reason. But, God has 
a purpose in everything we face. Trials of our faith will 
surely come. We should expect them and be ready for 
them. No Christian is immune from them, Don’t think 
you’re an abnormal Christian when the trials show up. 
Trials come in many different varieties. Just when you 
think you’ve got one thing figured our something else 
pops up. You can’y anticipate when they’ll come or 
what they will be. Trials bring grief, and hit us really 
hard. We don’t understand why things like these happen like they do. 
Things get out of control and we don’y know how to react to it. Trials will 
test us with fire. Fire burns. Trials get hot sometimes. I don’t believe you 
will ever have a pleasant trial. 
     I believe these trials are necessary and needed. Trials come along and 
remind us of who we are or better yet what we are – mere humans. God 
places these trials before us to prepare us for life. God isn’t playing with 
us. He is not some mean God that torments us for no reason. He has a 
positive purpose for every trial we face. He uses everything to bring us 
closer to Him; for His glory! We never know the reason for the trials. Bit 
God does. Think of Jobs trials. We should believe the trials we find our-
selves in have a purpose in the will of God. When we find ourselves in a 
trial, we should remember God is working. We should look at the trial as 
God working to bring us closer to Him. There is a purpose to your trial. 
You might even find the trial to be a blessing! 
     With every trial, our faith is tested. Our faith is refined in the fire. How is 
gold refined? It passes over and over through fire to burn the dross out. 
Everything it comes out of the fire it gets purer than it was before. Fire 
tries our faith, every time we pass through the trials of life, our faith be-
comes purer and purer. We learn about ourselves in these trials. We learn 
we are not as powerful as we think we are. We learn we are not in control 
like we want to be. We learn that we have to seek Someone higher than 
us to bring us through. We learn about Jesus during our trials. We there is 
no one else to turn to. We learn that only the grace of God can bring us 
through. We learn He is faithful, and will never leave us nor forsake us. 
We find ourselves more comfortable leaning on Jesus. 
     Our tested faith will bring praise, honor and glory to Jesus Christ. There 
are things that happen that we can’t explain. But we can be sure that God 
has a purpose in all we go through. We love Jesus even though we don’t 
see Him. We believe Jesus even though we don’t see Him. And we can 
rejoice in the outcome of our faith – our salvation. 

General Charles Clark Chapter, MOS&B 
 
     During the War Between the States, as in all other wars, with their 
major full scale battles and even the minor skirmishing, there are small 
events that are mostly overlooked, I bring to your attention one small facet 
of such an action from the Battle of Port Gibson, Mississippi. 
     On April 30, 1863, Confederate Brigadier General Martin E, Green 
deployed his brigade along the Rodney Road just east of the Magnolia 
Church. His thin line of four small regiments was strengthened  by four 
guns of the Pettus Flying Artillery. At 5:30 a.m., Maty 1, the Federals ad-
vanced in overwhelming numbers along the Rodney Road toward Green’s 
position. It was not long before his line was hard pressed and the artillery 
unit ran out of ammunition. Green was reinforced shortly after 8 o’clock by 
two guns of the Botetourt (Virginia) Artillery and the 23rd Alabama Infan-
try. Even so, he could not stem the Federals advance. At 10:00 a.m. the 
Federals surged forward, captured the guns of the Virginia battery, and 
drove the Confederates from their position. 
     As Green’s men scrambled to the rear, the brigades of Confederate 
Brigadier General William Baldwin and Colonel Francis Cochran arrived 
and established a new line between White and Irwin branches of Willow 
Creek. Here the battle was renewed at mid-afternoon. The Confederates 
fought tenaciously but were non match for the powerful Union battle lines 
which came on relentlessly. At 5:30 p.m. Bowen telegraphed his superiors 
in Jackson, “I am falling back across Bayou Pierre. The men did nobly, 
holding out the whole day against overwhelming odds.” 

     This seemed to be the beginning of the end, The Union army was to go 
on and be victorious over the outnumbered Confederate army. 
     In June, 1863, Brigadier General Green was shot through the head by 
a Federal sniper and died almost instantly. 
 

Trials and Triumphs of  
the 11th Tennessee  

Regiment 
 
     Organized in the summer of 1861, the 
11th Tennessee Infantry Regiment, Con-
federate States Army, was a Civil War 
fighting unit that would spend most of the 
war battling the enemy from Cincinnati to 
Atlanta. 
     Two of the regiment’s colonels 
would become generals, and the men 
that made up the companies of this regi-
ment were recruited mostly from Da-
vidson, Cheatham, Dixon, and Hum-
phreys Counties. Some of the local com-
panies adopted unique names, such as 
"The Hermitage Guards" and "The 
Beauregard Light Infantry." They fought 
at notable places like Wild Cat, Tazewell, Fishing Creek, and Perryville, 
Kentucky.  
     The men of the 11th faced their biggest test at Murfreesboro (also 
known as the Battle of Stones River), Tennessee. On December 31, 1862, 
their commander, Gen. James E. Rains, was killed. The former chief 
prosecutor for the Middle Tennessee counties of Davidson, Sumner, and 
Williamson was shot through the heart leading his men, and his last words 
were, "Forward, my brave boys, forward." 
     The 11th was also present when another 
well-respected commander was shot, this 
time at the Battle of Chickamauga, Georgia. 
Assigned to Preston Smith's Brigade, the 
11th Tennessee found themselves on the 
attack during the night of September 19, 
1863. Gen. Preston Smith, leading the 
charge, became disoriented in the darkness 
and believed he was barking orders to his 
own Tennesseans, but he was actually ad-
dressing the 77th Pennsylvania. The confu-
sion quickly attracted enemy gunfire, and 
Smith was shot; a bullet deflected off a gold-
en pocket watch and into his chest. He was 
brought to the rear of the line but died within 
the hour. Smith was a very success-
ful Tennessee attorney with multiple offices 
in cities like Memphis and Waynesboro.  
     His body was transported to Marietta, 
Georgia, where it was temporarily buried. A 
newspaper account of the funeral reported, "A silver plate, upon the coffin 
containing the body of General Smith, bore the inscription 'General Pres-
ton Smith, C.S.A., killed September 19 at the Battle of Chickamauga at 6 
p.m'. … [The coffin was] made of solid oak, elegantly finished and appro-
priately adorned with wreaths of magnolias and arborvitae, with a tasteful-
ly arranged cluster of flowers on the lid. … The services of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church were said by the Rev. Doctor Charles T. Quintard. … 
The remains were escorted to the cemetery by the cadets of the Georgia 
Military Institute. … A military salute fired over the grave." In 1868, the 
general's body was reinterred at Elmwood Cemetery in Memphis. 
     The 11th Tennessee went on to fight in Sherman's campaign to cap-
ture Atlanta and participated in Confederate General Hood's Franklin and 
Nashville Campaign. The regiment would finish the war in near Greensbo-
ro, North Carolina. The battle flag of the 11th Tennessee still exists and 
can be viewed at the National Confederate Museum in Columbia, Tennes-
see.  
 

Adjutant’s Report — Dan McCaskill 
 

     No Adjutant’s Report for November.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gen. James E. Raines 

Gen. Preston Smith  
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Beauvior and Division News 
Friends of  Beauvior  

     For as little as $25 annually, you can become a member of the Friends of 
Beauvior. Membership includes tour admission and a 10% discount at the 
Beauvior gift shop.  
 

Bricks for Beauvior  
     Honor your Confederate ancestors while supporting Beauvior. Each brick 
that you purchase will be engraved with your ancesÿtors rank, name, unit, 
and company. The memorial bricks will be laid creating a sidewalk from the 
UDC Arch to the Tomb of the Unknown Confederate soldier. For more infor-
mation on these opportunities, please visit www.visitbeauvior.org or contact 
Beauvior directly at (228) 388-4400  
 

Mississippi Division News 
2025 Mississippi Division Reunion 

Pickwick Landing, TN 
June 6-8, 2025 

 
Compatriots of the Mississippi Division SCV and Ladies of the Mississippi 
Society OCR, 
     We are honored to invite you to the 2025 Mississippi Division Annual 
Reunion, hosted by Col. William P. Rogers Camp 321. The Reunion will be 
held on June 6-8, 2025, at the Lodge at Pickwick Landing State Park, Pick-
wick Landing, TN. 
     Our Annual Reunion serves as a gathering of our compatriots, families, 
and friends. It is a time when we come together to transact the business of 
our organization but also as a time to celebrate our shared honorable herit-
age, reflect on our achievements from the past year, and envision the future 
of our organizations. Please make plans to join us for a memorable week-
end. 
     Our host hotel is the Lodge at Pickwick Landing, located on the banks of 
the Tennessee River in Pickwick Landing, TN. The Lodge offers 119 rooms, 
all of which directly face the Tennessee River, as well as a great restaurant 
and bar. Room Rates are $155.00 a night. Please use Group Code 8244 to 
receive this room rate when booking. 
     Pickwick is close to many sites of the War for Southern Independence: 
the battlefields of Shiloh, Brice's Crossroads, Corinth, and Davis Bridge. The 
state park also offers some amazing fishing and golfing. 
Registration is now open, and we encourage you to secure your spot at the 
reunion at your earliest convenience. Please take advantage of our early 
registration rates. 
     If you have any questions or need assistance, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to the Reunion Planning Committee at msdivadjutant@gmail.com. 
     We look forward to seeing you next June at Pickwick! 
In the Bonds of the Old South, 
  
Mike Moore, Chairman 
2025 Reunion Host Committee  
 

Donate Today! 
     As many of you know by now, the Grenada City Council recently re-
moved the Grenada Confederate Monument. Mississippi State Law s very 
clear about the requirements for any municipality that is relocating a monu-
ment. The law states, “The governing body may move the memorial to a 
more suitable location if it is determined that the location is more appropriate 
to displaying the monument.” After the Council voted to relocate the monu-
ment, it was arranged and offered o have the monument placed in the Con-
federate section of the Odd Fellows Cemetery in Grenada. The Council 
ignored this offer, even after hearing pleas at a public meeting from locals 
and state officials. Instead, the Council voted to move the Monument to a 
location in the woods behind a fire station south of town, with no road or 
path leading to the location. The law is clear. A more appropriate location 
was offered and turned down in favor of a less appropriate location. This 
willful disregard for Mississippi Law came after the Council illegally covered 
the Monument up for four years. Again, Mississippi Law states, “None of the 
following items (War Between the States Monuments), structures, or areas 
may be relocated, removed, disturbed, altered, renamed or rededicated” 
Keeping the Monument covered was another blatant disregard for Mississip-
pi Law and a slap in the face of not only the residents, but of every descend-
ant of someone who sacrificed themselves for military service. People want 
action taken, and we want to help. If you would like to donate for legal ex-
penses, we need your help. The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil 
is for good men to do nothing. Help us do something. Help us help the 
people of Grenada. Donate today. 

     Checks may be made out to the Mississippi Division SCV and 
mailed to: 
 
Mississippi Division SCV 
108 County Road 5131 
Booneville, MS 38829 
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SCV National News 
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21st Century Confederate Heroes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greetings:  
     I want to thank to all of our friends and Compatriots that have enrolled 
as “21st Century Confederate Heroes”!  
     Right now, if you have paid the $1,000 to enroll, there’s nothing else 
for you to do. The medals and neck ribbons are nearly out of production. 
Once they are finished, we will begin sending packages to all our 21st 
Century Confederate Heroes. In addition to the neck ribbon, in the pack-
age will be: 1) a certificate; 2) a form for your paver; and 3) instructions for 
submitting your information for the “Heroes” book and donor screen.  
     I appreciate all of the support given to this initiative as well as your 
patience. 
 
Thank you, 
Adam Southern, Executive Director  
 
     For more information on becoming a "21st Century Confederate Hero," 
please go to this site:     SCV-21st-Heroes.pdf (scvconfederatelegion.com)  
     To make an online payment for the 21st Century Confederate Heroes 
initiative, please go to this site:     www.donate.scv.org 

History Being Made in Texas 
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