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Commander’s Comments — Larry McCluney 
Compatriots, 
     First off, Merry Christmas!  This is the time of year that we celebrate the birth of 
our Lord, Halleluiah and peace on Earth, good will to all men.  The temperatures are 
cooler temperatures are now and the coming of a new year is ahead of us.   
     This month’s Camp meeting will be a business meeting as we elect new officers 
and finalize our Lee/Jackson Banquet.  Our guest speaker for our Lee/Jackson Ban-
quet, which is sure to be a great one and you need to make plans early for it because 
seating will be limited to 65 people, highlights Ms. Shelby Harriet-Hildebaugh and her 
latest book, “Behind the Rifle.” (See page 3 for more information). 
     As we gather this December encampment, let us look to the future of our Camp 
as we elect new officers who will lead us in the next two years.  Those who are con-
sidering, please take to heart our Charge and the oaths you took when you joined 
this organization.  If your goals and ideas are for the promotion of that said Charge, 
you will go far.  For those who have not been attending lately, you have missed some 
great programs recently.  Let us all remember, one Saturday evening out of a month is not much to ask of you to 
participate in your Camp’s activities and meetings.  Remember, our ancestors gave 365 days of four years.  Can 
you not give one evening a month to participate?  There are other ways you can participate such as attend your 
Camp’s Lee/Jackson Banquet once a year, attend your Camp’s Memorial Day Service once a year, support our 
activities such as the new headstone our Camp erected that our Camp paid for or give money toward projects such 
as the $1,200 we collected to help with the National project to rebuild the pedestal for the Forrest Equestrian Statue 
at Elm Springs.” 
     If there is one thing I have learned over the years on the National, State, and local levels of our organization, 
dedication is the key to success of our endeavors.  Let us all rededicate ourselves to carry out our DUTY and set 
our priorities to set aside this time to attend meetings and support our Camp activities as we wind this fiscal year 
down.  Remember, “If not US, Who?  If not Now, When?” 
     In closing, remember, it is your duty  to protect the Confederate Soldier’s good name so that his legacy will con-
tinue for future generations. As always, remember compatriots, you are “The Thin Gray Line!”  Remember to bring 
a friend at our next Camp meeting and lets continue growing our numbers. 
     May God Bless you and your family this holy of holy holidays. 
 

Adjutant’s Report — November 11, 2023 -  Dan McCaskill 
     Our Camp Meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Camp Commander Larry McCluney. Larry asked Camp 
Chaplain Earl McCown to open the meeting with a prayer and to bless our evening meal. Following the prayer, 
Camp Commander Larry McCluney led the members in the Pledge and Salutes to the Flags. Adjutant Dan 
McCaskill read “The Charge” given to the sons by General Stephen D. Lee in New Orleans, LA.  
     Camp Commander Larry McCluney welcomed everyone to our monthly Camp Meeting. While waiting for the 
ladies of the Ella Palmer Chapter #9 OCR, Commander McCluney started the business of the Camp Meeting.  
     The First Order of Business was the adoption of the October Minutes as published in The Delta General. Ken-
neth Ray made the motion to adopt the minutes as published. The motion was seconded by Earl McCown and the 
motion passed without objection. 
     The Second Order of Business: Officer Reports – Officer Reports: 1st Lt. Commander Michael Anthony was 
absent. Adjutant Dan McCaskill reported no money had been spent from the Camp’s account since last Camp 
Meeting. The MOS&B member dues were run through the account. The current account balance is $ 2,469.33. 
Missy Stillman reported for the OCR that a Confederate Museum Logo Tumbler will be raffled off and if anyone 
wanted to donate an item for the Lee-Jackson Raffle to please bring it to the December Meeting. Military Order of 
Stars and Bars Commander Earl McCown reported all membership dues of the Charles Clark Chapter # 253 have 
been paid and the Annual Report has been submitted to National. The Chapter is still looking for more members. 
Camp Editor Larry McCluney asked members about the newsletter. Everyone said they did not have any problems 
accessing the issue and that the issue was very good. Camp Commander Larry McCluney reported on upcoming 
events. The Mississippi Division Reunion will be held in Flowood, MS June 7 – 8, 2023. The National Reunion will 
be held in North Charleston, SC July 17 – 21, 2024. The Commander-in-Chief has issued a challenge to the Ar-
mies, Divisions and all Camps to raise money for the Confederate Museum. Awards will be given to those who 
raised the most money at the National Reunion. Finally, December will be Camp Officer Elections. Anyone wishing 
an officer position may announce his candidacy at the meeting to be held December 9th at 6:00 pm at the 1st Pres-
byterian Church in Indianola. 
     At this point in the meeting, Commander McCluney called a recess for the 
evening meal.   
     Commander McCluney reconvened the meeting and introduced our guest 
speaker for the evening, Scotty Garrett, a long-time friend and fellow re-enactor. 
Scotty’s topic was the Battle of Franklin Church in Holmes County, MS. One 
unique thing about this little battle is it took place in Scotty’s “Backyard”. This fight 
took place in January 1865 between elements of Union General Grierson’s Raid-
ers and troopers of Confederate General Wirt Adams. Scotty used primary 
source material to describe the fighting between Adams 330 troopers and 3,500 
Union troops led by Col. Embury Osband (source is the Official Records). Frank-
lin Church is located about 4 miles northwest of Goodman, MS. Osband reported 
the battle opened with being attacked by “1,500” Confederates on his right flank 
when in actuality this number was only 50 Confederates. Seeing the overwhelm-
ing number of yankees, General Adams withdrew his troops east of Big Cypress 
Creek to the southeast and fought the yankees to a standstill. The Federals made 
a hasty retreat when the Confederates brought some artillery to bear. It was a 
very interesting presentation. 
     With no other business coming before the Camp, Kenneth Ray made a motion 
to adjourn, seconded by Earl McCown and the motion passed without objection. 
Attendance for the meeting was 10. 
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Guest Speaker for Lee and Jackson 
January 13, 2023  

     Shelby Harriel will speak on her latest book Behind the Rifle.  Below is 
a short synopsis of the book. 
Description 
     During the Civil War, Mississippi’s strategic location bordering the Mis-
sissippi River and the state’s system of railroads drew the attention of 
opposing forces who clashed in major battles for control over these re-
sources. The names of these engagements—Vicksburg, Jackson, Port 
Gibson, Corinth, Iuka, Tupelo, and Brice’s Crossroads—along with the 
narratives of the men who fought there resonate in Civil War literature. 
However, Mississippi’s chronicle of military involvement in the Civil War is 
not one of men alone. Surprisingly, there were a number of female sol-
diers disguised as males who stood shoulder to shoulder with them on the 
firing lines across the state. 
     Behind the Rifle: Women Soldiers in Civil War Mississippi is a ground-
breaking study that discusses women soldiers with a connection to Missis-
sippi—either those who hailed from the Magnolia State or those from else-
where who fought in Mississippi battles. Readers will learn who they were, 
why they chose to fight at a time when military service for women was 
banned, and the horrors they experienced. Included are two maps and 
over twenty period photographs of locations relative to the stories of these 
female fighters along with images of some of the women themselves. 
     The product of over ten years of research, this work provides new de-
tails of formerly recorded female fighters, debunks some cases, and intro-
duces over twenty previously undocumented ones. Among these are 
women soldiers who were involved in such battles beyond Mississippi as 
Shiloh, Antietam, and Gettysburg. Readers will also find new documenta-
tion regarding female fighters held as prisoners of war in such notorious 
prisons as Andersonville. 
 
Shelby Harriel-Hidlebaugh is an instructor of mathematics at Pearl River 
Community College. Her research on women soldiers of the Civil War has 
been published in various newspapers, magazines, websites, blogs, and 
brochures for the National Park Service and state historic sites. She has 
given numerous presentations about women soldiers in over ten states.  
 

Chaplain’s Corner —  Earl McCown  
 
     As Christmas approaches, I tend to 
think of our ances- tors during the Civil 
War. I can only im- agine the hardships 
and sad times they experienced at 
Christmas time. They were so far 
away fro their homes and loved 
ones. What a terrible way to spend such a 
Holy season. 
     Although Christ- mas wasn’t an offi-
cial holiday until President Ulysses S. 
Grant made it one in 1870, many Ameri-
cans observed the holiday throughout 
the War as a way to find comfort and 
bond with family members through 
long lost traditions. Many of the current 
traditions celebrated today were actually 
started during the Civil War era. 
     Christmas was widely celebrated in 
Europe for centu- ries, but the when 
the Puritans came to the New World, they brought with them a distaste for 
the holiday. Instead of a joyful, family oriented holiday that it is today, they 
turned Christmas into a solemn occasion that involved praying and reflect-
ing on sin. Feeling that it was more of a European pagan holiday that a 
Christian celebration, Puritans official banned Christmas in Boston for over 
20 years during the mid 1600s. Even after the ban was lifted it was still 
viewed with suspicion and dragged on as a dull, muted holiday for over 
two centuries later. 
     In the early 1800s, a growing religious revival spurred the return of 
Christmas celebrations in many states. In 1830, Louisiana became the 
first state to make Christmas a holiday. Other states followed suit and 
soon families started sending Christmas cards, singing carols, preparing 
holiday meals and attending winter dances. Children received small home-
made gifts such as hand carved toys, fruit and cakes. Families had Christ-
mas trees, which were small and sat on top of a table, that they decorated  

 
 
with strings of dried fruit and popcorn. 
     During the War, soldiers celebrates by decorating their camp Christ-
mas trees with hardtack and salt pork and singing carols such as “Come 
All Ye Faithful” and “Silent Night.” After General William Sherman captures  
Savannah in December 1864, some of his soldiers dressed their horses 
up like reindeer by attaching branches to their headgear and delivered 
food and supplied to hungry families in Georgia. 
     Although some soldiers, especially Union soldiers in the beginning of 
the War, enjoyed special Christmas dinners of turkey, oysters and pies, 
our Confederate soldiers felt blessed to receive a can full of coffee and a 
quarter ration of hardtack and sowbelly for their menue. 
     One of the most famous Christmas gifts was when General Sherman 
captured Savannah, Georgis in December 1864, and sent Abraham Lin-
coln a telegram that read: “I beg to present you as a Christmas gift, the 
city of Savannah, with 100 and 50 guns and plenty of ammunition, also 
about 25,000 bales of cotton.” 

The Delta General — December 2023, Volume 26, Issue 12 



4 

 4 

The Delta General — December 2023, Volume 26, Issue 12 

News from B/G Charles Clarke 
Chapter 253 Military Order of the 

Stars and Bars 
 
     The Mississippi Society Military Order of the Stars 
and Bars will have their Annual Meeting Saturday, Feb-
ruary 17, 2024. The location for the meeting will be at 

the American Legion Post #72, 113 Fairground Spur, New Albany, MS, 
38652. 
 
The meeting will begin at 10:00 AM. 
 
Mississippi Division News: 

Guardians needed  
     Everyone knows the atmosphere in this coun-
try where it comes to anything Confederate. Last 
summer we saw how vulnerable our Memorials 
were to the rioters. Sadly, it has spread to the 
cemeteries the place where the left wants all the Memorials moved. In the 
past few weeks, the Sleeping Lion Memorial to the Confederate dead in 
Oakwood Cemetery in Atlanta, GA has been removed. Our Confederate 
Dead and our Memorials are at risk to removal and vandalism. This why we 
need Guardians to watch over our Memorials and burial sites of our Confed-
erate Dead. Most of our members live in Counties with Confederate Memori-
al Monuments and all live near a cemetery where Confederate Dead are 
buried. The Mississippi Division has the MS Division Guardian Program for 
burial sites where a person adopts a burial site or several sites and watches 
over the site ensuring it is properly cared for. The Division now has the MS 
Division Monument Guardian Program. With this program, a person signs up 
to keep watch on a Memorial. There is a contact person to report any van-
dalism and/or threats of removal. If anyone is interested in this program 
please see the attached application and information. 

 
 

 
 

   

SCV Chat — Every Monday Night on Facebook 
at 7:00 PM Central me and on Thursday 

Nights at 7:00 PM for Look Around the  
Confedera on 
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HELP NEEDED FOR BEAUVIOR!!  
     BEAUVOIR, THE LAST HOME OF CONFEDERATE PRESIDENT JEF-
FERSON DAVIS IN BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI SUFFERED SEVERE DAMAGE 
FROM HURRICANE KATRINA IN 2005 AND IS STILL IN NEED OF RE-
PAIRS AND UPKEEP. THE HOME, PRESIDENTAL LIBRARY, MUSEUM, 
AND CONFEDERATE CEMETERY MAKING UP THE GROUNDS AT 
BEAUVOIR ARE ONE OF THE FEW LOCATIONS WHERE PEOPLE CAN 
STILL VISIT TO FIND THE REAL TRUTH ABOUT THE CONFEDERACY, 
IT’S LEADERS, THE FIGHT FOR STATES RIGHTS, AND FREEDOM 
FROM AN OVERBEARING GOVERNMENT. THE MAIN ENTRANCE 
DRIVEWAY NEEDS REPAIR (THIS IS THE FIRST IMPRESSION A VISI-
TOR GETS). THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT, JUST LIKE THE ONE OUR 
ANCESTORS FOUGHT, HAS MADE MATERIAL AND LABOR COSTS 
OVERLY HIGH. SCV CAMP SAM DAVIS #596 IS REQUESTING DONA-
TIONS TO HELP IN THE PROJECT OF PAVING THE DRIVEWAY, 
PLEASE HELP US KEEP THIS BEAUTIFUL PROPERTY MAINTAINED AS 
BEFITTING OUR PRESIDENT'S LAST HOME. FOR EACH DONATION OF 
$35.00 (OR MORE) THE SAM DAVIS CAMP WILL ACKNOWLEDGE 
YOUR DONATION WITH A ONE-OF-A-KIND BEAUVOIR MEDAL AND 
CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION AS A THANK YOU FOR YOUR DO-
NATION. DONATIONS CAN BE SENT TO: SCV SAM DAVIS CAMP 596, 
P.O. BOX 7532, D’IBERVILLE, MS 39540  

DEO VINDICE  
POC: JOE NEWMAN  
1ST LT COMMANDER  
228-326-8263  

 

National SCV News   
Having an Impact on Future  

Generations! 
It’s National Estate Planning 

Awareness Week & Time to Con-
sider Year-End Gifts  

 
     This week is National Estate Planning Awareness Week and it’s an op-
portunity to plan for a brighter future for you, your family, and the organiza-
tions that are important to you. Estate planning is of vital importance and an 
opportunity to decide what happens to your assets and how they can impact 
the lives of your family as well as impacting lives through the organizations 
close to you heart, such as the Sons of Confederate Veterans and the Na-
tional Confederate Museum. 
     This is also the time of year for considering year-end tax-deductible* gifts 
to the Sons of Confederate Veterans and other organizations you deem 
worthy. 
     Consider the following: 
1)   Do you have a Will? If not, it’s time to have a Will drafted so that you 
can decide in advance how your assets are to be distributed. 
2)   A Will is also an excellent way to include the Sons of Confederate Vet-

erans for a gift from your estate simply by naming the SCV for a bequest. 
3)   If you have Life Insurance, Investment Accounts, IRAs… Another easy 
way of helping the SCV is to name the SCV as a beneficiary for a percent-
age of these accounts. 
4)   You might find it better to give non-cash assets, such as shares of stock 
or real estate. Giving appreciated assets to the Sons of Confederate Veter-
ans enables you to make a tax deductible gift* and avoid capital gains tax.* 
5)   You might also consider giving directly from your IRA, either a specific 
amount or your required minimum distribution.* 
6)   Do you have assets that are not generating income? Using these assets 
to fund a Charitable Trust can provide you with income and benefit the SCV 
as the remainder beneficiary. Plus, there are tax advantages* that you 
might find very attractive. 
     We can help. Give us a call and we can walk you through the process of 
these types of planned gifts and other ideas. Contact Adam Southern at 
exedir@scv.org or call 1-800-380-1896. 
 
R. S. Jason Boshers, Commander-in-Chief 
Walter D. “Donnie” Kennedy, Lt. Commander-in-Chief 
James Ronald Kennedy, Chief of Heritage Operations  
 

DONALD C. MCFALL  
ADJUTANT  
228-297-0007  
mastersarg70@gmail.co m 
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Painted Canteens During the Civil War and 
One Artist Who Painted Them 
Shannon Pritchard, October 9, 2023,  

blueandgrayeducation.org  
     The canteen, typically made up of two pieces of wood or tin with a 
pewter spout and cork, was part of every Civil War soldier's kit. They 
were carried over the shoulder using a leather or cloth strap. And, they 
became popular surfaces for artists to create works of art, both during 
and after the Civil War.  

     This oil-painted Confederate 
canteen depicts a Confederate 
cavalryman wearing a gray 
kepi, an oilcloth raincoat, yellow 
pants, and knee-high riding 
boots. He is supporting his 
weary infantry companion, who 
is wearing a gray jacket and 
dark pants under a full-length 
gray greatcoat. The weary 
horse, rider, and infantryman 
are traveling through a war-torn 
area in the rain, and the sun is 
setting on the Confederacy in 
the background. 
     I believe the artist was de-
picting the road from Appomat-
tox, as both are unarmed and 
both have despairing counte-
nances. The painting is outlined 
in gold, which is still bril-
liant. The spout is also painted 
gold.  
     The lettering on the reverse, 
“Souvenir of the trip to RICH-
MOND Va Oct. 1881,” gives 
great insight into the history of 
painted canteens. Just above 
the date, lightly written in pencil, is “Yorktown Centennial.” 

     October 1881 was the 
centennial of Cornwallis’ sur-
render at Yorktown. In 1881, 
meetings of Confederate vet-
erans were still very much 
frowned upon by the Federal 
Government and evidently the 
veterans gathered in Rich-
mond under the auspices of 
celebrating the Yorktown cen-
tennial. 
     At that gathering, two 
prominent Confederate artists 
donated work to the ladies’ 
bazaar; one was Alan Shep-
ard, and the other John Ad-
ams Elder. Elder painted the 
canteens shown here, and 
later, it would be the model for 
one of his most famous works, 
“After Appomattox” in 1886. 
     Author and historian Mi-
chael Aubrecht says, 
“Elder remains the most cov-

eted of pre- and post-Civil War artists and is considered one of the most 
celebrated artists ever to come out of the Civil War era.”  
     And, in 2008, Christopher O. Uebelhor wrote, “Elder's work played a 
significant role in postwar America, helping to perpetuate the idea of the 
glorious Old South and the 'Southern mystique,' which is still very much 
alive today."  
     The second painted canteen appears to depict the view from Bellona 
Arsenal toward the hills of Richmond overlooking heavy artillery and a 
prisoner of war camp at Belle Isle. Both canteens were painted by the 
same artist in Richmond, which lends credence to my impression that the 
artillery scene is indeed Bellona. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
     The discovery of the dated and addressed canteen sheds light on 
other painted canteens. Since both of these were painted and sold as 
souvenirs of the trip to Richmond, it stands to reason that a large portion 
of the few surviving painted canteens with a military scene were painted 
at the same time by the same artist.  
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The front of the canteen, depicting a Confederate 
cavalryman and his weary infantry companion  

The reverse of the canteen  

The front of the canteen, depicting what is believed to 
be Bellona Arsenal  

A note describing the canteen's subject matter  
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