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Commander’s Comments — Michael Anthony 

 

Guest Speaker for Lee/Jackson Banquet 
January 17, 2026 
 
Our guest speaker will be  Past Commander-in-Chief Jason Boshers. He will be 
speaking on the  Forrest-Gould Affair in which General Forrest was almost murdered 
by one of his Lieutenants.  Social hour begins at 5:00 pm and Dinner at 6:00 pm at 
the First Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall.  Entrée’s provided by the Camp is 
Spiral Ham and a baked Turkey.  Also that night new Camp officers will bey inducted: 

Camp Commander –Michael Anthony 
Lt. Commander—David Flaut 
Adjutant—Dan McCaskill 
Color Sgt.—Earl Allen 
Camp Chaplin—Earl McCown 

 

Greetings men and ladies of the Benjamin G Humphreys Camp, the Brigadier General Charles Clark Chapter of the 
Military Order of the Stars and Bars, the Ella Palmer Chapter of the Order of the Confederate Rose, and our friends 
and followers who read this newsletter. You are reading the final edition of “Commander’s Comments” for 2025. 
December is here and I am sure your mind is consumed by Christmas and the coming new year. So much to try and 
get finished before the end of the year; sometimes, life seems more overwhelming during this festive season than at 
any other time of the year. Let me help you by filling out your Christmas gift list for a few of the people on your list! 
 
You are the recipient of an amazing gift: the lineage and heritage of a Confederate Veteran. His valor, honor, and 
sacrifice are yours to remember, recognize, and perpetuate. For this year, the Mississippi Division is beginning two 
innovative programs that will make excellent Christmas presents. Current Division guidelines do not permit young 
men under the age of twelve to be members of the Sons of Confederate Veterans and the Mississippi Division. 
Therefore, young men can now join the Confederation and the Division as Cadets. Cadets do need to have Confed-
erate lineage to join and allowing your son or grandson or even great-grandson to join the Division as a Cadet is a 
fantastic way to introduce him to all the activities and events of the Division and make his time there official. Being a 
Cadet makes moving into full Sons of Confederate Veteran membership quite easy; and it is well known that the 
younger a person is who joins an organization of any kind, the more likely he is to support its mission and remain a 
member for his entire life.  
 
That takes care of your male family members under age twelve. Now to the women, girls, and everyone else who is 
not eligible for membership in the Sons of Confederate Veterans, but who supports our Cause and wants to perpet-
uate the good name and virtue of the Confederate Veteran. For these people, you can purchase membership into 
the Friends of Confederate Veterans. They will join an SCV Camp with friend status, can attend Camp meetings, 
receive copies of “Confederate Veteran” magazine, and will receive a certificate and pin designating them as 
Friends of the SCV. Not everybody who wants to support the SCV, perpetuate the good name and virtue of the Con-
federate soldier, and fight for Constitutional liberty and freedom can be a member of the SCV. Be a friend and make 
a new Friend by buying memberships into the Friends of the Sons of Confederate Veterans for all your loved wom-
en, girls, and non-lineal men in your life! 
 
Christmas is a wonderful time of the year; most people cherish and enjoy it very much. While you are racing around, 
trying to find the perfect present for everybody on your list (I gave you great ideas)! And thinking of all the parties 
you have to attend and your end-of-the-year obligations at work, remember what is most important about this sea-
son. Kindness, charity, humility, and honoring God’s grace on us all. Remember those less fortunate than your-
selves and give a little more this year. Tell someone special you love them and do something nice without expecting 
anything in return. This is what God really wants you to give at Christmas.  
 
Remember your gift options this year for those people on your list who support the Cause, venerate the honor and 
valor of the Confederate soldier, and Live the Charge. Merry Christmas to you: may God richly bless you, your fami-
ly, and the Southland.  
 
Deo Vindice, 
Michael  

Editor’s Note: 

There will be no meeting in December because the 
date is so close to Christmas! 
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Adjutant’s Report—Dan McCaskill 
November 8,  2025 
 
Call to Order: At 6:00 PM CDT by 1st Lt. Commander Larry McCluney 
Opening Prayer and Blessing: Compatriot Charles “Gator” Stillman 
Pledge and Salutes: Camp Color Sergeant Earl Allen, Jr.  
Reading of The Charge: Camp Color Sergeant Earl Allen, Jr.   
    
1st Lt. Commander Larry McCluney welcomed everyone to our monthly 
Camp Meeting. While the ladies prepared the evening meal, Commander 
Anthony moved on Officer Reports. 
  It was reported that we were notified at 5:24 pm today that Compatriot 
Mitch McCown crossed over the river to join his Lord and ancestors under 
the shade of the trees. Mitch is the eldest son of our friend Earl M. 
McCown. We ask all to keep Earl and his family in your thoughts and 
prayers.   
 
Officer Reports:   
Commander Michael Anthony was absent having attended the MS Divi-
sion Executive Council Meeting as our 1st Brigade Councilman.  
 
1st Lt. Commander Larry McCluney did not have a report. As Camp Editor, 
Larry asked if anyone had any problem viewing the Camp’s Newsletter. 
No complaints were voiced. As Past CIC, Larry reported that Headquar-
ters has the money to re-erect the Forrest Plaza but are waiting for bids 
on the project. 3D imaging will be done on the Forrest Equestrian Statue 
and the Jefferson Davis Statue. If the worst happens, the statues can be 
reproduced down to the last detail. Also, the Jefferson Davis is in need of 
work because the foundation is starting to lean.  
 
Adjutant Dan McCaskill reported with the passing of Mitch McCown, our 
Camp’s membership has dropped to 47. We do have a potential member 
due to our Recruiting Table at Carrollton, MS back in October. The Camp 
has a checking account balance of $2,603 which includes $200 toward 
the Camp’s of $500 for the Camp’s donation for the Black Confederate 
Monument to be placed at Beauvoir. Since last Camp Meeting, no funds 
have been spent from the Camp’s Budget. So far this year, 49.6% of the 
budget has been spent.  
 
MOSB: Chapter Adjutant Dan McCaskill reported all current Chapter 
members have renewed their membership. There are seven current 
Camp Members who qualify for membership in the MOS&B. If any wish to 
join, please contact Earl McCown or Dan McCaskill.   
 
OCR: Chapter President Sandra Stillman stated if anyone has an item or 
items for the auction at the upcoming Lee-Jackson Banquet, please bring 
them to the Banquet.    
 
After Officer Reports, Commander McCluney recessed the Meeting for the 
evening meal and asked members to consider a donation to the OCR for 
future meals.  
 
Old Business:   
1) Lee-Jackson Banquet: Larry reported that an executive decision was 
made to substitute Turkey for chicken as an entrée at the banquet. The 
cost of the turkey is half the cost of the grilled chicken. A $5 fee will be 
charged for each member and quest 12 years of age and older. It was 
also discussed that a nice gift needed to be presented to Jason and Lina-
da Boshers for being our speaker. Kenneth Ray made a motion to give 
Larry McCluney the discretion to acquire gifts not to exceed $200. The 
motion was seconded by Gator Stillman and passed without objection.  
 
2) Confederate Headstones: Waiting for the notice that the headstone 
for Joseph Hope has been delivered.  
 
New Camp Business:  
1) December Camp Meeting: Larry brought up the issue of family Christ-
mas gatherings during the month, do we want to have a December Camp 
Meeting. After discussing the issue, Kenneth Ray made a motion not to 
have a December Camp Meeting. The motion was seconded by Gator 
Stillman and passed without objection.   
 
2) Officer Elections: With no scheduled meeting in December, 1st Lt. 
Commander McCluney called for election of new Camp Officers. Gator 
Stillman made a motion to elect the slate of nominees by acclamation. 
The motion was seconded by Kenneth Ray and passed without objection. 
Officers for 2026-28 are: Commander, Michael Anthony; 1st Lt. Com-
mander, David Floyd; Adjutant: Dan McCaskill; Color Sergeant, Earl 
Allen, Jr.   
 
3) Greenville Gun Show:  After discussing the issue, Gator Stillman 

made a motion for the Camp to have a Recruiting Table at the Gun Show, 
February 21-22, 2026. The motion was seconded by Kenneth Ray and 
passed without objection. Dan McCaskill reported that John Hanley was 
reserving a table for us. Cost will be $80. 4) 1st Lt. McCluney entertained a 
motion to adopt the minutes of the October Meeting. Gator Stillman made 
said motion which was seconded by Kenneth Ray and passed without 
objection.  

 
With no other business coming before the Camp, a motion to adjourn was 
made by Gator Stillman, seconded by Kenneth Ray and the motion 
passed without objection. The Meeting was closed with prayer by Larry 
McCluney and the singing of Dixie. Attendance for the meeting was 10. 
Next Camp Meeting will be our Lee-Jackson Banquet on Saturday, Janu-
ary 17, 2026. 
 
 
The Chaplian’s Pen — Earl McCown 

 
“But by the grace of God, I am what I am… 
                    1 Corinthians 15:10 NKJV 
 
I am what I am. What are you? Who are you? For me, I 
can say I am a sinner saved by grace and I thank God 
it was His doing and not up to my doings. 
 
Are you thankful today for what God has done for you? A great theologian 
once said, “If my children woke up on Christmas morning and have some-
body to thank for putting candy in their stockings, have I no more to thank 
for putting two feet in mine?” I love that. So simple and yet eternally pro-
found. I would add to this statement being thankful for keeping two feet in 
my stockings. 
 
Thankfulness begins with knowing what God has already done for you 
and it starts with grace. Grace is getting what you don’t deserve. It is the 
unmerited favor of God to those who deserve the opposite, which is all of 
us, for “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). 
This grace must be received in one’s heart to truly understand God. Grace 
should also be on our minds constantly to produce an attitude of thankful-
ness. 
 
Christ loved you so much that while you were still a sinner, He died for 
you (Romans 5:8). He died willingly, in grace, for you, to pay the price for 
your sins. He then rose from the dead and ascended to the right hand of 
the Father God where He makes intercession for you out of love for you. 
The Bible says Jesus prays for you continually – unmerited favor. His 
thoughts toward you are good and not evil – unmerited favor. He forgives 
you of your sins – unmerited favor. He leads you and guides you through 
life as you choose to follow – unmerited favor. He empowers you with the 
Holy Spirit – unmerited favor. All the while as He prepares an eternal 
home for you in heaven – unmerited favor. Amazing grace, how sweet the 
sound! 
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Brig/General Charles Clark 
Chapter 253, MOS&B 

 
Robert E. Lee’s Letter to His Daughter 
Coosawatchie, South Carolina 
December 25, 1861 
 
My Dear Daughter, 
 
Having distributed such poor Christmas gifts as I had 
to those around me, I have been looking for something for you. Trifles even 
are hard to get in these war times, you must not therefore expect more. I 
have sent you what I thought most useful in your separation from me and 
hope it will be of some service. 
 
Though stigmatized as “vile dross,” it has never been a drug with me. That 
you may never want for it, restrict your wants to your necessities. Yet how 
little it will purchase! But see how God provides for our pleasure in every 
way. To compensate for such “trash,” I send you some sweet violets that I 
gathered for you this morning while covered with dense white frost, whose 
crystals glittered in the bright sun like diamonds, and formed a brooch of 
great beauty and sweetness which could not be fabricated by the expendi-
ture of a world of money. 
 
May God guard and preserve you for me, my dear daughter! Among the 
calamities of war, the hardest to bear, perhaps, is the separation of families 
and friends. Yet all must be endured to accomplish our independence and 
maintain our self-government. In my absence from you I have thought of you 
very often and regretted I could do nothing for your comfort. Your old home, 
if not destroyed by our enemies, has been so desecrated that I cannot bear 
to think of it. I should have preferred it to have been wiped from the earth, its 
beautiful hill sunk, and its sacred trees buried rather than to have been de-
graded by the presence of those who revel in the ill they do for their own 
selfish purposes. 
 
I pray a better spirit and that the hearts of our enemies 
may be changed. In your homeless condition, I hope you 
make yourself contented and useful. Occupy yourself in 
aiding those more helpless than your self. 
 
Think always of your father. 
 
R.E. Lee. 
 
Copied from Robert E. Lee Camp 1640, Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

M and Th nights at 7:00 PM CT on Facebook. 
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Greetings To All, 
  
December has arrived. Weather is cooling down. Hunting season 
is in full swing. Football season is winding down. Basketball sea-
son has begun. Crops have been harvested. Thanksgiving has 
passed. Hurricane season is over. Christmas is just around the 
corner. And 2026 is looming on the horizon. MOS&B dues are 
coming due. Annual Chapter Report deadline is approaching. 
MOS&B Officer Elections are five months away as is our 2026 
Convention. It’s not too early to start thinking about award nomi-
nations. Lee-Jackson Salutes are being planned. 
  
With the holiday season upon us I know many of you are busier 
now than at any other time of the year. May you and yours have 
a joyful holiday season and may the holidays be filled with mo-
ments of joy and peace. May you also have a safe holiday sea-
son. 
  
If we look at this season during the period of the War Between 
the States and the years after the war this time was much differ-
ent for the South than today. Many of our ancestors wanted the 
season to be filled with joy and peace but the opposite was more 
often the reality. So, I ask each of you to remember their strife so 
we must celebrate for them. When we eat ham and beans or 
greens, we honor their survival. We are remembering their ability 
to endure hardship. These items are a mark of honor for their 

ability to rebuild the South even with the barriers placed by the 
North. The stories of our Southern survival should be included in 
our other stories of the season. 
  
The best gifts of this season that we have and owe to our forefa-
thers are the ones we’ve had all year: a roof over our heads, food 
in the fridge, and family to enjoy it with. 
  
Remember what the true meaning of Christmas is really about. 
Take time to thank our Lord for all of our blessings. 
  
MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!!!!!! 
  
Tommy Rhodes, DCS 
Commander General  
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National News 
Announcement for Commander-in-Chief,  

Sons of  Confederate Veterans  
 
Compatriots, 
  
It has been my honor to serve our great organization as your Lieutenant 
Commander-in-Chief. After much thought and prayer, I am announcing my 
candidacy for Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Confederate Veterans. 
  
My years of service at the Camp, Division and National level, have deep-
ened my commitment to the Cause we all hold dear. I have seen firsthand 
the strength, dedication, and brotherhood that make the SCV unique. 
  
If entrusted with the leadership of our organization, my focus will remain 
clear: Recruiting and Retention will always be a priority, ensuring that our 
camps grow stronger and that every member feels valued and connected. 
We will continue the Defense of our Heritage—standing firm against those 
who would erase or distort our history. We will also continue the vigorous 
promotion of our Cause and mission in adherence to the Charge. 
  
Equally important, I will continue to improve communications and our social 
media presence, so that our message of honor, history, and brotherhood 
reaches a wider audience and engages the next generation of Compatriots. 
  
Together, we will preserve the memory of our ancestors, strengthen our 
fellowship, and carry the banner of the SCV proudly into the future. 
  
I humbly ask for your support and your prayers as we continue this journey 
together. 
  
Yours in the Cause, 
Anthony M. “Tony” Griffin 
 
Lt. Commander-in-Chief 
& Candidate for Commander-in-Chief 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 

Lt Commander-in-Chief  Candidacy           
Announcement Roy P. Hudson  

 
It is with immense pride and a deep sense of 
purpose that I announce my intent to run for the 
esteemed office of Lieutenant Commander-in 
Chief of The Sons of Confederate Veterans in 
2026. My journey as your AOT Councilman has 
allowed me the privilege of traveling extensively 
throughout our Confederation, meeting so 
many of you and, most importantly, truly listen-
ing to your concerns. I am now ready, more 
than ever, to act decisively on those insights.  
 
This decision to seek higher office was affirmed 
by the unwavering encouragement of compatri-
ots from all three armies. I eagerly anticipate making formal announcements 
at our reunion in Houston, where I look forward to engaging in meaningful 
conversations with many of you.  
 
We are part of a truly great organization, and I firmly believe we possess the 
potential not just to survive, but to truly thrive and grow even stronger! It's 
time for the SCV to boldly go on the offensive to attract new members and 
expand our reach, and I have a clear plan to accomplish just that. My vision 
for our future is rooted in a fundamental truth: the undeniable strength and 
vitality of the SCV lie within our local Camps. Therefore, I commit to dedicat-
ing every ounce of my authority and effort at the National Level to ensuring 
that all our actions and initiatives are squarely focused on empowering and 
supporting our Camps, providing them with the resources and guidance they 
need to succeed and flourish.  
 
With your steadfast support and the help of God, I am confident that we will 
achieve remarkable success together.  
 

I invite you to reach out to me directly at scvroyhudson@gmaill.com with any 
questions or thoughts you may have. I look forward to hearing from you!  
 
Deo Vindice  
Roy P. Hudson  
 

Candidate Announcement - Charles Lauret 
for Lt. CiC, 2026  

 
“I, Charles E. Lauret, am officially announcing my 
candidacy for the position of Lieutenant Com-
mander in Chief of the Sons of Confederate Veter-
ans at the 131st Annual Reunion which will be 
held next year in Lexington, Kentucky. I am excit-
ed at the prospect of serving you and the Charge 
on the SCV national level and at a time when the 
man in charge of recruiting and retention is so 
vitally important in the face of dwindling numbers. 
Stepping up to take charge in these times when 
many historical and genealogical organizations 
are suffering similar membership issues is no 
small task. I am eager and excited to take on this 
challenge. I am asking you to put my experience and knowledge to work 
toward this goal as your Lt. CiC. I feel confident that with the men and talent 
we have, that working together we can not only stop this trend, but grow 
instead.  

I am married to my wife of 33 years, Amy and we have three grown children 
and two grandchildren. I am a member of St. Peter’s Catholic Church and 
serve as Deputy Grand Knight in our Knights of Columbus Council. I am a 
Marine Corps Veteran, a retired law enforcement officer with over 28 years 
of service. I am a 2009 graduate of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, 
having obtained a B.S. degree in Behavioral Science.  

I have been a member of the SCV since 2000 and have since become a life 
member of both the SCV and the Louisiana Division. I originally joined as a 
member of the Bernard Eble HQ Camp in Louisiana and went straight to 
work helping to form the Gen. Alfred Mouton Camp #778 of Opelousas, La. 
Upon chartering, I served as 1st Lt. Commander and subsequently Com-
mander, an office which I am currently acting in until elections in the fall. In 
addition to serving my Camp, I have also served the Louisiana Division. I 
have served as Commander of the Southwest Brigade, 1st Lt. Commander 
and then Commander 2008 to 2010. In 2010, I was appointed Chief Aide de 
Camp serving on CiC Givens’s staff. From 2012 to 2016, I served as Coun-
cilman and Commander of the Army of Trans Mississippi. From 2016 to 
2020, I had the distinct honor and privilege to serve in the appointed position 
of National Chief of Staff for Commanders in Chief Tom Strain and Paul 
Gramling. I also served as Chief of Staff of the Louisiana Division from 2018 
to 2022. I served again as ATM Councilman from 2022 to 2024. My previous 
service on the General Executive Council for ten years was enriching and 
provided me with vast experience in the operation of our organization. I am 
proud to say that during my tenures in all of the aforementioned positions, I 
have cultivated and always had positive working relationships with fellow 
GEC members and members across the Confederation.  

In choosing to run, I want to bring to the table a positive solutions-based 
approach to challenges we face, develop plans to continue the making of a 
larger footprint in the digital landscape, improve upon the efforts that in-
crease visibility and fundraising for the Southern Heritage Center and all of 
its facilities. I have some great ideas that I look forward to sharing with you 
in the coming months. Just remember, the Lt. CiC is one person and one 
person cannot and should not fight this fight alone. It’s going to take all of us 
and I want to be the man in that position to work with you and for you to 
capitalize on the promotional successes and programs we have seen over 
the last few years and to implement new and more successful ones. If you 
want someone with the success of the SCV and its future in mind, someone 
with a proven resume of dedication to service on all levels and someone 
ever mindful that all we do is for the honor of our illustrious Ancestors, I ask 
for your support in electing me as Lt. Commander in Chief in 2026.” Charles 
Lauret Website: www.LAURET4DIXIE.com Contact: clauret.scv@gmail.com 
Facebook: Charles “SCV” Lauret/Instagram: @LAURET4DIXIE/X: 
@Lauret4Dixie  

Monday and Thursday Nights @7:00 PM CT.  Go to Facebook and look 
it up. 
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